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PREFACE

No liberties have been taken with the texts except such as seemed necessary in order to make them intelligible. In this attempt many of the accounts have been reduced to more orderly form than that of the original manuscripts but the student will still find some puzzling discrepancies which may result from mistaken transcriptions or from inaccuracies on the part of early accountants. The usage as to capitalization, punctuation, and abbreviations follows that of earlier volumes

of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New York, and Newport, and the Essex Institute the work could never have been completed and for their courtesy the editor wishes to express her warmest appreciation. Among many individuals who have helped to bring the volumes into existence the assistance of Miss Cornelia M. Pierce and of Miss Jean Trepp deserve special recognition.

ELIZABETH DONNAN

October 6, 1932.
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DOCUMENTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE HISTORY OF THE SLAVE TRADE TO AMERICA


THE NEW ENGLAND COLONIES



INTRODUCTION

The story of the slave trade of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, the two New England colonies of importance in this traffic, is set forth in such detail in the pages which follow that little need be said here. The significance of their connection with this traffic lies not in the amount of their importation, which, though probably larger than is generally realized, was insignificant as compared with that of the Southern colonies, but in the economic importance of their slave-carrying business and to a lesser degree of their commerce in rum, on which in its later years the slave trade rested. Massachusetts took a hand in the commerce in negroes at a surprisingly early date and continued to deal in them throughout the period covered by these volumes. Rhode Island, entering the trade somewhat later, soon commanded a larger share of it. While much has been written on this New England commerce, many obvious questions concerning it remain unanswered. Some of these may never be answered; others find partial solution in the material here printed.

Though other New England colonies are less important than are the two mentioned, the minor rôles of New Hampshire and Connecticut deserve recognition. The record of New Hampshire's slave trade here printed begins with Governor Dudley's reply to the enquiry of the Board of Trade sent out in 1708: "There are in New Hampshire negro servants to the number of 70. And about 20 of them in nine years past have been brought in." We also know that later in the century a number of vessels cleared from Portsmouth for Africa: Samuel Moore made a Guinea voyage in 1728 and in 1731; Captain Dickinson in 1732; Captain John Major, in a Portsmouth schooner, was murdered on the coast of Guinea in 1732. Whether these vessels were owned in Boston or represented an actual New Hampshire investment cannot be determined with certainty.2

&lt;sup>2
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7. EMANUEL DOWNING TO JOHN WINTHROP, 1645.1

To his evere-honored brother John Winthrop Esqr. at Boston.

Sir, . . . If upon a Just warre [with the Narragansetts] the Lord should deliver them into our hands, wee might easily have men woemen and children enough to exchange for Moores, which wilbe more gaynefull pilladge for us then wee conceive, for I doe not see how wee can thrive untill wee get into a stock of slaves sufficient to doe all our buisiness, for our children's children will hardly see this great Continent filled with people, soe that our servants will still desire freedome to plant for them-selves, and not stay but for verie great wages. And I suppose you know verie well how wee shall mayneteyne 20 Moores cheaper than one Englishe servant.

The ships that shall bring Moores may come home laden with salt which may be are most of the chardge, if not all of it. . . .
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8. Records of the General Court of Massachusetts Bay, 1646.1

The Genrall Corte, conceiving themselves bound by the first oportunity to bear witnes against the haynos and crying sinn of man stealing, as also to proscribe such timely redresse for what is past, and such a law for the future as may sufficiently deterr all othrs belonging to us to have to do in such vile and most odious courses, justly abhored of all good and just men, do order, that the negro interpreter, wth othrs unlawfully taken, be, by the first oportunity, (at the charge of the country for present,) sent to his native country of Ginny, and a letter wth him of the indignation of the Corte there-

[7] Winthrop Papers (Mass. Hist. Soc., Collections, fourth ser., VI.), II. 64-65. Emanuel Downing, husband of Winthrop's sister Lucy and father of the more famous Sir George Downing, had come to New England in 1638. From that year until 1643 he was a member of the General Court. In 1644 and at least part of 1645 he was in London; in 1646 he was again in Salem.

abouts, and justice hereof, desireing o'r honored Govrnr would please

This is to certify all whom it may concerne that the Shipp called the Fortune whereof Thomas Willoughby is master together with her Cargo, belongeth to John Parrish of Charlestowne in New England merch't and is now bound for the coast of Ginney, thence to Barbados and so for New England. In testimony of the truth whereof the merch'ts under written have hereunto sett theire hands this 6 (10) 1649.2

Boston, this 4th Jan. 1649 [1650].

Loveing friends and gent., Capt Henry Gay and Mr. Richard Spanswick: haveing recd. a letter of credit from you unto New England for the getting out of yo'r vessell for Guiney, and at my arrivall here Major Generall Gibons have accepted it, per wch power

The same order is found in volume III. of the Records (p. 84) with the addition, "By both howses." The troubles of this voyage furnished further matter for consideration by the General Court. When the Rainbow arrived at Barbados, the mate, Keyser, seized it and brought it home, leaving the master to return as best he could. Smith demanded recompence both for the loss on the goods which he might have sold in Barbados and for the expense he incurred in making his way from Barbados to Boston. The General Court after hearing the case decided, Oct. 18, 1645, that Keyser must pay damages for all the cargo but the negroes: "For the negroes, they being none of his but stolne, wee thinke meete to allow nothing." Ibid., III. 13, 46, 49, 58, II. 115, 129; Mass. Arch., LX. 144; Winthrop, Journal, II. 252-253.

[9] Aspinwall Notarial Records, p. 411. Though it may not be possible to prove that Parrish (or Parris) had negroes as his object in sending a vessel to Guinea, it seems a reasonable assumption. He had been trading with the Dutch, who were carrying negroes to the West Indies, and his business relations with them may well have suggested to him the possible profit to be obtained by disposing of negroes in Barbados.

then back to Barbados Antigua and Boston, Ibid., p. 220.

[10] Aspinwall Notarial Records, p. 287. The item which precedes this is a list of charges against a vessel, the accounts of John Parris, Richard Spanwick, Capt. Henry Gay, and Capt. Aaron Williams, Drs. The credits allowed are 265 lbs. elephants' teeth and 21 oz. gold. This suggests a Guinea voyage (possibly that of the Fortune) which had not carried negroes. The inclusion of these items in a collection relating to the slave trade may be questioned, but two references in later letters show that Parris's ventures even if not primarily for slaves sometimes carried a few and it has been thought justifiable to print these as illustrating New England's early connection with the African coast. Gibbons, Williams, Spanwick, and Gay were apparently concerned in a number of joint ventures. Ibid pp. 204, 200, 211.

I have formerly charged three Bills Exc: of two hund'd pounds uppon you weh I hope you have made good paym't and now at the Ballancing of o'r Accounts with the Major there comes to yo'r partes to pay for yo'r halfe the summe of seventy pounds ten shillings and fyve pence, for weh somme have charged three Bills of Exc: uppon you, weh I hope you will make good paym't:
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II. ACCOUNTS OF THE FORTUNE, 1650.1

April 12, 1650.

Whereas there are divers differences depending betweene John Peters M'r of the shippe Fortune and John Parris merch't about the sd Shipp and Iron bought by the sd Parris of the sd Peters we the sd John Peters and John Parris by o'r free and mutuall consent have referred all differences betweene us from the begining of the world unto this present sixteenth day of May one thousand six hund'd and fifty unto Major Generall Gibons as umpire, Nicholas Davison and Geo. Lad Arbitrators indiff[er]ently chosen betweene us to determine and finally to conclude the same and do per these presents bind o'r selves each to other in the penall summe of one thousand pounds sterl. to stand to theire award and finall determination.2 . . .

We whose names are here under written being Arbitrators chosen by John Peters and John Parris as in the writeing above expressed to conclude of the differences betweene them, have heard both theire Allegations and seriously weighed the same doe hereby finally determine and award the same as followeth:3 . . .

We award that John Parris shall give unto the sd John Peters at the arrivall of the sd shipp Fortune from Guiney to the Island of Barbados one Negro boy cleare of all Charges, being lawfully demanded per the sd Peters or his assignes.4 . . .

In the name of God Amen. This Charter partie of a freightment made betweene John Parris Merch't of New England of th[e]one partie, and John Peters of the same place aforesd on th[e] other partie, Witnesseth that the sd John Peters being Owner of the good shipp called the Fortune of New England burthen one hundredd and twenty Tunns or thereabouts now rideing at Anchor in Charls River in New England aforesaid hath granted and letten to freight

2 The agreement is signed by John Peters and John Parris.

4 The signatures read: "Edward Gibons, Nicholas Davison, Georg Lad Acknowledged by John Peterson the 12th of the 4th mo. 1650. before me Increase Namell Also Lattestad a Copie"

[11] &lt;sup>1
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12. VOYAGE OF THE GIFT OF GOD, 1650.1

[May 16, 1650.]

In the name of God Ame[n] This present writeing of Charterparty indented made concluded and agreed uppon this sixteenth of

African trading.

John Richbell, the marke of the sd John (+) Peters and a seale. Acknowledged the 12th of the 4th mo. 1650 before me Increase Nowell. I also attested a Copie." Dutch names not infrequently appear in the papers dealing with Parris's affairs, lending further plausibility to the supposition that he was selling slaves in Barbados.

And it is also agreed by and betweene the sd parties to these presents that the sd M'r or any of his men shall not receive aboard any goods or merchandizes from any man wth out first giveing notice to the sd John Parris his factors or Assignes to have one of theire consents, neither shall any of the seamen of the sd shipp trade for any Negro or Negroes whatsoever. And the sd J: Parris doth further Coven't to and wth the sd Jo: Thompson to buy the whole Cargo fitting for the intended Negro voyage if in case it may be procured in the barbados as also God sending the good shipp to her port in Guiney, the sd Thompson is to have foure Negroes frieght free, provided he there buy them wth his owne goods. And it is further agreed by and betweene the sd parties to these p[rese]nts, that in case the sd Cargo cannot be procured in the Barbados then the sd shipp being readie, to proceed on some other lawfull designe untill a Cargo can be procured and to have her freight as aforesd. It is farther enacted and agreed that whereas it is afore expressed, No seaman shall take aboard, any goods merchandizes aboard the sd shipp, Wee do now agree they shall take aboard as much goods as shall amount to the summe of two hundd pounds sterl, to vend uppon the Coast, provided they buy no Negroes. In witnes whereof we the parties abovesd have hereto sett o'r hands and seales binding o'r selvs each to othar for the true performance of all and singular the Coven'td articles and agreements in the penall summe of two thousand pounds sterl the day and yeare first above written.2
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13. Deposition of Coowlons Lunerus, 1653.1

Coowlons Lunerus Aged fifty two yeeres or thereabouts saith that the vessell wherein Capt Harding left Morris and Company were and Came into this Countrye did not only Come into the berbadoes with its former Company to victuall but was permitted to trade there for negrooes which the secretary of the berbadoes Informed him and desired him the said Lunerus to sell to the master or merchant of the said vessell for [torn] for him at eighty pounds starl. a yeere and that he traded with and bought of the Inhabitants of berbadoes for the spaniards both wearing clothes, Linnen, and tobacco, and negrooes which they had not Reseaved aboard: further

[13] Suffolk Court Files, Boston Court House, no. 294. This fragment, almost illegible, and divorced from all explanatory material, is here printed among Massachusetts material solely because Edward Rawson's signature, which is attached, makes it clear that the deposition was taken in Boston. Why it was taken one can only surmise.

he saith that the Pilot doctor and carpenter were Hamburgers and that some of the states of England shipps had given out they had Resolved to take the said Vessell. deposed before the magis'te 10th March 53

Acknowledges receipt of the King's commands subcribed by his Lordship and 16 of the Privy Council, dated 2nd December 1674, by the hand of Thomas Deane, agent to the Royal African Company, on 21st June 1675. Is ready to afford him due assistance according to the King's command and as their service may call for, which he thinks, will not be in haste. For 40 years there has not been any attempt on that navigation by any of our Massachusetts adventurers, only some from England or some Barbadoes merchants that have sent upon that voyage, and taken this way to repair their vessels.2
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15. GOVERNOR BRADSTREET TO THE COMMITTEE OF TRADE AND PLANTATIONS, 1680.1

Boston, May 18, 1680.

Seal was the Earl of Anglesey.

The "navigation" to which reference is here made is that to Africa. Though Governor Leverett could not support the letter of his statement that no such voyage had taken place for forty years (Joseph B. Felt records the death of an inhabitant of Salem on the Guinea coast in 1663, Annals of Salem, II. 235), he is quite right in thinking that New England mariners offered no competition to the Royal African Company. The number of negroes in Massachusetts was increasing, but most of the increase came from the West Indies. Not long before this, one small importation had gained considerable attention. Nicholas Leech and William Hobby came to Boston, some time before 1670, bringing with them three negro women, one negro man, and one Indian woman, purchased at St. Christopher about 1665. In 1670 Robert Granby sued them for the price of these negroes and for 16,000 lbs. of sugar. The inclusion of the sugar leaves doubt as to how much of the £600 sued for should be considered as the value of the negroes. Suffolk Court Files, no. 1016.

[15] Mass. Hist. Soc., Collections, third ser., VIII. 337. Endorsed: "From the Governor of The Massachusetts with Answers to Inquiries. Recd. the 28 June 1680." On Oct. 12, 1676, Edward Randolph, in his "Answer to several heads of inquiry concerning the present state of New England," wrote: "not above 200 slaves and these brought in their own ships from Guinea and Madagascar. . . . There are some ships lately sent to Guinea, Madagascar, etc." (Cal. St. P. Col., 1675-1676, pp. 465-466; Randolph's "Answer" is printed in Hutchinson Papers (Prince Society, 1865), II. 219,

post, nos. 343-345, 348, 349.

apeice, which stood the merchants in neer 40£ [?] apeice one with another: Now and then, two or three Negro's are brought hither from Barbados and other of his Majesties plantations, and sold here for about twenty pounds apeice, So that there may bee within our Government about one hundred or one hundred and twenty. . . .





  
  
  ch011.xhtml
  
  




16. PETITION OF JOHN WINSLOW, 1680.

10 June 1680.

The Petition of John Winslow Humbly prayeth your Hon'rs Favour in granting him liberty to bring up his Negros to Boston which were by yo'r Honors ordered to be sent down unto the Islands they having been cleere from the small pox more then two months, since which they have had their health, and as they lye yonder are at a very great charge, damage and hinderance to your petitioner in the Sale of them; the case whereof hee humbly prayeth.
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17. SIR HENRY MORGAN TO LORD SUNDERLAND, 1680.1 PORT ROYAL, November 12, 1680.

. . . There lately arrived here a ketch empty, with only two men on board. Their statement on oath is that they were bound from New England to Guinea, where they loaded with negroes, elephants' teeth, and dust gold, and sailed for Nevis. On their way they called at an island called St. Martin's under the French Government, to wood and water, and were first invited into the harbour with much friendship, but afterwards suddenly seized and the ship unloaded. The master and his mate stayed there to obtain redress, but consented that these two men should adventure by stealth to this island, and when I have ascertained the whole story of the master, I shall transmit it to your Lordship. . . .
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18. John Saffin and others to William Welstead, 1681.

Boston, the 12th of June 1681.

Mr. Wm. Welstead, Wee did the last yeare send out Wm. Warren M'r of the ship Elizabeth for Guinea and at his returne ordered him to put in to Swansy for intelligence from us how to proceed farther

1877). A note states that this document was copied from the Jeffries Manuscripts, "by permission of Mr. Walter Lloyd Jeffries of Boston."

248208

and heareing that the people of Roade Island Understand thereof and all give out there intentions to Ceise her, do give you this as our ordor and request that you take the first opportunity to proceed for sayd Island and when you have there dispached yr buisiness (in which be expeditious) go from thence and stand to and agayne at the entrance of that harbour, keepeing a good looke out to discover all ships that may be bound in there and if possible speake wth them and if it so happen as that you meett wth sayd Warren give him the letter here inclosed and cause him to returne wth you to Nantasket (where of before you come in there take in such negroes etc. as he hath of o'rs, and come up in the night wth them giveing us notice thereof wth what privacy you can, and we shall take care for there Landing,2 what we have farther to ad is to keepe your men Ignorant of your designe and Improve your time what you can in fishing or w't elce may be helpfull to defray our charges, but not prejudiciall to our mayne designe in meeting wth Warren wch is the needfull at present.3

There can be little question but that Boston at this time provided some market for negroes. A French refugee who visited the city in 1687, to gather information looking toward a settlement of fellow refugees, wrote: "You may also own Negroes and Negresses; there is not a House in Boston, however small may be its Means, that has not one or two. There are those that have five or six, and all make a good Living.

. . Negroes cost from twenty to forty Pistoles, according as they are skilful or robust; there is no Danger that they will leave you.

. . for the Moment one is missing from the Town, you have only to notify the Savages, who provided you promise them Something, and describe the Man to them, he is right soon found. But it happens rarely that they quit you, for they would know not where to go, there being few trodden Roads, and those which are trodden lead to English Towns or Villages, which, on your writing, will immediately send back your Men. There are Ship-Captains who might take them off; but that is open Larceny and would be rigorously punished."

N. B. Shurtleff, Topographical and Historical Description of Boston (1871), I. 48.
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19. VESSELS FROM BOSTON FOR AFRICA, 1698-1707.1




	Date
	Mastr's Name
	Vessell's Name
	Value of Cargo
	Duty Recd.





	1699, Sept. 13th1700, Augt. 19th
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20. The Selling of Joseph, 1700.1

Obj. 3. The Africans have Wars one with another: Our Ships bring lawful Captives taken in those Wars.

Answ. For ought is known, their Wars are much such as were between Jacob's Sons and their Brother Joseph. If they be between

[19] Public Record Office, C. O. 5: 865, no. 8 i; Cal. St. P. Col., 1708-1709, p. 111. Read Jan. 3, 1709 (Journal of Board of Trade, 1704-1709, p. 572). Until the passage of the act of 1698 (this work, I. 421-429) colonial merchants who ventured into the African trade did so as interlopers violating the privileges of the Royal African Company. After the passage of that act they were allowed to trade on payment of the ten per cent. duty demanded of all separate traders.

[20] Samuel Sewall, "The Selling of Joseph: a Memorial," Mass. Hist. Soc., Proceedings, VII. 161-165 (1863-1864), and Collections, fifth ser., VI. 16-20 n. A short extract from Sewall's well-known pamphlet is sufficient to set forth his argument. The episode which called it forth is described at length by Abner C. Goodell in "John Saffin and his Slave Adam" (Col. Soc. Mass., Transactions, I. 84-112). Sewall writes in his Diary June 19, 1700: "Having been long and much dissatisfied with the Trade of fetching Negros from Guinea; at last I had a strong Inclination to Write something about it; but it wore off. At last reading Bayne, Ephes. about servants, who mentions Blackamoors; I began to be uneasy that I had so long neglected doing any thing. When I was thus thinking, in came Bro'r Belknap to shew me a Petition he intended to present to the Genl. Court for the freeing a Negro and his wife, who were unjustly held in Bondage. And there is a Motion by a Boston Committee to get a Law that all Importers of Negros shall pay 40 s per head, to discourage the bringing of them. And Mr. C. Mather resolves to publish a sheet to exhort Masters to labour their Conversion. Which makes me hope that I was call'd of God to Write this Apology for them; Let his Blessing accompany the same." ("Sewall Papers," Mass. Hist. Soc., Colls., fifth ser., VI. 16). Sewall's reading was Paul Baynes's Commentary on the First Chapter of the Ephesians (1618, Col. Soc. Mass., Transactions, I. 85 n.). In the archives of the Massachusetts Historical Society is a broadside, "The Selling of Joseph, a Memorial," Colophon: "Boston of the Massachusetts, Printed by Bartholomew Green and John Allen, June 24th, 1700." Articulate criticism of the trade in negroes may be said to have begun in Massachusetts with the publication of this pamphlet, which brought to Sewall support of which he later wrote: "Amidst the Frowns and hard Words I have met with for this undertaking, it is no small refreshment to me, that I have the Learned, Reverend, and Aged Mr. Higgin

Town and Town; Provincial, or National: Every War is upon one side Unjust. An Unlawful War can't make lawful Captives. And by Receiving, we are in danger to promote, and partake in their Barbarous Cruelties. I am sure, if some Gentlemen should go down to the Brewsters to take the Air, and Fish: And a stronger party from Hull should Surprise them, and Sell them for Slaves to a Ship outward bound: they would think themselves unjustly dealt with; both by Sellers and Buyers. And yet 'tis to be feared, we have no other kind of Title to our Nigers. Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do you even so to them: for this is the Law and the Prophets Matt. 7. 12.
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21. SAFFIN'S "BRIEF AND CANDID ANSWER," 1700.1

To which our Author answers Conjecturally and Doubtfully, for ought we know, that which may or may not be; which is insignificant and proves nothing. He also compares the Negroes Wars, one Nation with another, with the Wars between Joseph and his Brethern. But where doth he read of any such War? We read indeed of a Domestick Quarrel they had with him, they envyed and hated Joseph; but by what is Recorded, he was meerly passive and meek as a Lamb. This Gentleman farther adds, That there is not any War but is unjust on one side, etc. Be it so, what doth that signify: We read of lawful Captives taken in the Wars and lawful to be Bought and Sold without contracting the guilt of the Agressors; for which we have the example of Abraham before quoted; but if we must stay while both parties Warring are in the right, there would be no lawful Captives at all to be Brought; which seems to be rediculous to imagine, and contrary to the tenour of Scripture, and all Humane Histories on that subject.
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22. NOTICES OF SALES, 1704-1705.

Boston, June 1, 1704.1
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Boston, New England The 6th October, 1705.2

This Day by me The subscriber was Exposed to publick Sale by the Candle 3 at Mr. Skinners, The Swan Taverne, A Negro Boy named Jack, Alias Emannuel who was a slaive Taken from the Portuguese by the Pirate Sen'r Quares and his crew in the Brigt. Anna and brought into this port among other things, And by order of the Govemt. here the said Slave was Exposed to Sale after some Days Notification at the Coffee House and other Publick Places in writing, and was Sett up at 19 G's 4 the highest bidder appearing at the Sd Sale was Henry Shaw who had him fairly for Twenty pound this money at Eight Shillings per ounce, Troy.
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23. Massachusetts Broadside, 1704.1

The Athenian Oracle, The Second Edition, Printed at London. 1704. Vol. I. P. 545-548. Quest. Whether Trading for Negros i. e. carrying them out of their own Country into perpetual Slavery, be in it self Unlawful, and especially contrary to the great Law of Christianity? Boston of the Massachusetts, December 5, 1705. Printed by Bartholomew Green, and are to be Sold by Samuel Phillips at the Brick Shop above the Town-House

2 Newport Historical Magazine, III. 263 (April, 1883). This is signed "Shan-

non, Vendue Master."

3 I. e., sale by auction. Bids were received while the candle burned an inch.

[23] Broadsides, Ballads, etc., printed in Massachusetts, 1639-1800 (Mass. Hist. Soc., Colls., vol. 75), p. 41, n. 88. A copy of the broadside is in the collection of the Massachusetts Historical Society, and in that of the Library of Congress. "Capt. Sewall sent the following question over to the Athenian Society," MS. note on the broadside. In the letter to the Rev. John Higginson already cited (no. 20, n. 1) Sewall wrote: "It is now near Six years agoe since I printed a Sheet in defence of Liberty. The next year after, Mr. Saffin sent forth a printed Answer: I forbore troubling the Province with any Reply, untill I saw a very severe Act passing against Indians and Negros, and then I Reprinted that Question, as I found it stated and answered in the Athenian Oracle; which I knew nothing of before last Autumn was twelve-moneths, when I accidently cast my Eve upon it." Letter-Book of Sewall. I. 326.


	ACT FOR THE BETTER PREVENTING OF A SPURIOUS AND MIXT ISSUE, 1705.1



And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 6.] That from and after the first day of May in the year one thousand seven hundred and six, every master of ship or vessel, merchant or other person, importing or bringing into this province any negro or negro's, male or female, of what age soever, shall enter their number, names and sex in the impost office; and the master shall insert the same in the manifest of his lading, and shall pay to the commissioner and receiver of the impost four pounds per head for every such negro, male or female; and as well the master, as the ship or vessel wherein they are brought, shall be security for payment of the said duty, and both or either of them shall stand charged, in the law, therefore to the commissioner, who may deny to grant a clearing for such ship or vessel until payment be made, or may recover the same of the master, (at the commissioner's election), by action of debt, bill, plaint or information, in any of her majestys' courts of record within this province.

[Sect. 8.] And if any negro, imported as aforesaid, for whom the duty is paid, shall be again exported within the space of twelve months, and be bona fide sold in any other plantation, upon due certificate thereof produced, under the hand and seal of the collector or naval officer, in such other plantation, the importer here shall be allowed to draw back the whole duty of four pounds by him paid, and order shall be given accordingly. And the like advantage of the drawback shall be allowed to the purchaser of any negro sold within this province, in case such negro happen to dye within the space of six weeks next after importation, or bringing into this province.2

[24] Acts and Resolves of Mass. Bay, I. 578-579 (1692-1714). The selectmen of Boston, on May 26, 1701, voted that their representatives are desired "To promote the Encouragement the bringing of white serv'ts, and to put a Period to negros being Slaves" ("Selectmen's Records, 1701-1715," Report of the Record Commissioners, 1884, p. 5). In 1709 an "Act to Encourage the Importation of White Servants" placed a duty on Indian slaves, as is here done upon negro importations, while it bestowed a bounty of 40 s. per head on the importation of white male servants. After 1712 the importation of Indian slaves was forbidden. Acts and Resolves, I. 634, 698.
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25. Notices of Sales, 1706-1707.1

June 10, 1706.

Three Negro Men Slaves, and three Negro Women, to be Sold; Inquire of John Campbell Postmaster, and know further.

February 17, 1707

Any Person or Persons that has a Negro Man Slave or Slaves to Sell, or to be Transported to Virginia 2 for a Market, may repair to John Campbell Post-master of Boston, where they may know further; Those to be Transported shall have their Passage free for their Labour thither.
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26. The Importation of Negroes into Massachusetts, 1706.1

By last Years Bill of Mortality for the Town of Boston in Numb 100 News Letter,2 we are furnished with a List of 44 Negroes dead last year, which being computed one with another at 30 l. per Head,3 amounts to the Sum of One Thousand three hundred and Twenty Pounds, of which we would make this Remark: That the Importing of Negroes into this or the Neighbouring Provinces is not so beneficial either to the Crown or Country, as White Servants would be.

For Negroes do not carry Arms to defend the Country as Whites

[25] News Letter. Notices similar to the first one appeared on Aug. 26 and Sept. 9. Writers eager to prove the unpopularity of the slave trade in Massachusetts have instanced the anonymity of such advertisements as these as showing the unwillingness of the vendor to make his name public. The use of the name of the postmaster or some other well-known official was equally common in the advertisements of houses or furniture and signified only that the advertiser, having no place of business, wished to provide

a place generally accessible where the public might apply for information.

The sale of New England negroes in Virginia was probably not uncommon, though the evidence for it is scant. Philip A. Bruce cites an instance in 1678: "Know all men by these presents that I John Endicott, Cooper, of Boston in New England, have sold unto Richard Medlicott, a Spanish Mulatto, by name Antonio, I having full power to sell for his life time, but at the request of William Taylor, I do sell him but for ten years from the day that he shall disembark for Virginia, the ten years to begin, and at the expiration of the said ten years, the said Mulatto to be a free man to go wheresoever he pleases. I do acknowledge to have received full satisfaction of Medlicott." Economic History of Virginia in the Seventeenth Century, II. 81; William and Mary College Quarterly, VI. 117.

[26] News Letter, June 10, 1706.

The valuation placed upon negroes for tax purposes at this time was: "Each male negro above fourteen years of age, at twenty pounds value; each female negro of fourteen years of age and upwards, at fifteen pounds value: except said trustees, by reason of their age or infirmity, shall see just cause to make any abatement of said value, which they are hereby allowed." Acts and Resolves, I. 615.

By Encouraging the importing of White Men Servants, allowing somewhat to the importer, most Husbandmen in the Country might be furnished with Servants for 8, 9, or 10 l. a Head, who are not able to Launch out 40 or 50 l. for a Negro the now common Price.

A Man then might buy a White Man Servant we suppose for 10 l. to Serve 4 years, and Boys for the same price to Serve 6, 8 or 10 years: If a White Servant die, the Loss exceeds not 10 l. but if a Negro dies 'tis a very great Loss to the Husbandman. Three years Interest of the price of the Negro, will near upon if not altogether purchase a White Man Servant.

If Necessity call for it, that the Husbandman must fit out a man against the Enemy; if he has a Negro he cannot send him, but if he has a White Servant, 'twill answer the end, and perhaps save his Son at home.

Were Merchants and Masters Encouraged as already said to bring in Men Servants, there needed not be such complaint against Superiors Impressing our Children to the War, there would then be Men enough to be had without Impressing.

The bringing in of such servants would much enrich this Province, because Husbandmen would not only be able far better to manure what Lands are already under Improvement, but would also improve a great deal more that now lyes waste under Woods, and enable this Province to set about raising of Naval Stores, which would be greatly advantagious to the Crown of England, and this Province. . . .

Suppose the Government here should allow Forty Shillings per head for five years, to such as should Import every of those years 100 White Men Servants, and each to serve 4 Years, the cost would be but 200 l. a year, and a 1000 for the five years: the first 100 servants being free the 4th year, they serve the 5th for Wages, and the 6th there is 100 that goes out into the Woods, and settles a 100 Families to strengthen and Baracade us from the Indians, and so a 100 Families more every year successively.

And here you see that in one year the Town of Boston has lost 1320 l. by 44 Negroes, which is also a Loss to this Country in general, and for a less Loss, (if it may improperly be so called) for a 1000 l. the Country may have 500 Men in 5 years time for the 44 Negroes dead in one year.

that none of those Servants be liable to be Impressed during their

Service of Agreement at their first Landing.





  
  
  ch022.xhtml
  
  




27. PETITION OF DAVID JEFFRIES, 1707.1

June 12, 1707.

To his Excellency Joseph Dudley Esqr. Capt. General and Governour in Chief and to the Hono'ble the Council and House of Representatives of the Province of the Massachusetts Bay now in General Court assembled June 12th 1707.

Sheweth,

That your Petitioner had a negro woman named Bilhah and four Small children one that Sucked at her Breast consign'd to him in the sloop Rebecca John Pitts Ma'r from Jamaica who arrived here in October last. And your Petitioner was forced to pay four pounds a head for their Importation which your petitioner thinks very hard in regard some these sd Children were not worth the Money and therefore

Yo'r Petitioner humbly prays the favour of this great and General Assembly that so much thereof may be remitted him as Shall seem Equitable and reasonable.2

My Lords, Your Lordships Commands of the fifteenth of April last past, referring to the Affrican trade for Negros, carryed on by the Affrican Company, and other Seperate Traders to Her Ma'tys Province of the Massachusetts, came to my hand from Barbados on

[27] Acts and Resolves, Mass. Bay, vol. VIII., App., vol. III., pp. 770-771, from

Council Records, VIII. 335, and Mass. Arch., IX. 157

Pitts, Master.

"Upon reading the petition of David Jeffries, merchant, praying an abatement of the

duty for four small negroe children imported.

[28] C. O. 5: 865, no. 8; Cal. St. P. Col., 1708-1709, p. 110

the Twenty eighth of Septemb'r past. And I have used all possible application to make my letters ready from this Province, as I hope to do from the Province of New Hampshire, and this is the first conveyance since.2

And that I might perfectly Satisfy your Lordships what Negro's have been Imported into this Province from the Twenty fourth of June, 1698 to the 25th of Decemb'r, 1707, I have caused the Officers of the Revenue to Attend me, and have had Conference with the principal Merchants and Planters referring to the Number and prices of Negro's brought in.

And I find by the best Computation that I can make (which cannot faile me to any Degree) That there are in Boston Negro Servants to the Numb'r of 400 above halfe of them born here.......400 In One hundred Towns and Villages in this Province....................................

Total____550

That in the sd Nine years and halfe last past of the above said Number Arrived Two hundred.

That none of these were brought in by any Ships of the Affrican Company, nor Separate Traders directly from any part of Affrica, but from the West Indies, That is to Say, Barbados, Jamaica, the Leward Islands, etc. Nor can I learn from any Merchants or Planters here, that before this time, The Affrican Company had any Ships or Factory here; But Some Traders on their own Accompts, a long time Since, have been upon the Coast of Guinean and brought Slaves, the last was Thomas Windsor in the year 1700, who brought in Twenty five negroes. Copy of the Dutys paid to the Affrican Company is Inclosed. Since which here is an Officer, Mr. Benja. Alford, Impowrd to receive the Ten per Cent. As by Act of Parliam't given for the Affrican Company, whose Commission is Dated 25th Feby. 1700/1.

Every Body is sensible of the Absolute necessity and great benefit of that trade for the West Indies, but it is not so Serviceable for these Northern Plantations.

June 14, 1714.

Three Negro Women, one Girl, four Men and two Boys, to be Sold by Messieurs John and David Jeffers Jun., and to be seen at Mr. John Jeffer's House in Brattle Street, Boston.

September 13, 1714.

To be disposed of by Mr. Samuel Sewall Merchant, at his Ware-house near the Swing-Bridge in Merchants Row Boston, several Irish Maid Servants, time most of them for Five years one Irish Man Servant who is a good Barber and Wiggmaker, also Four or Five likely Negro Boys.5

September 27, 1714.

October 25, 1714.

Two Negro Men aged about 22 Years, a Boy aged about 16, and a Girl aged about 12 Years, to be Sold by Thomas Palmer Esqr. or Capt. Joseph Wood: The Negro's to be seen at the House of Capt. Gilbert in Fish-street at the Upper End of Scarlets Wharffe in Boston.




	1712.
	Mr. Nathanael Humphry of Antigua Dr.
	£
	s.
	d.





	May.
	To what he was indebted to me at Antigua to come out
	
	
	



	
	of the produce of the Negro Man
	14
	14
	0



	July
	To freight of 2 Negro's
	4
	0
	0



	
	To the Impost of Ditto
	7
	12
	6



	
	To 2 Shirts 1 pr. Shoes and Cap for Negro Man
	Ī
	7
	0



	
	To Cloathe and keeping the Negro Woman and damage
	
	·
	



	
	recd. by her
	5
	0
	0



	
	To Comission for Selling the Negro Man
	ī
	10
	0



	
	
	£34
	2
	6



	
	
	£34
	3
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32. WILLIAM PEPPERRELL TO BENJAMIN BULLARD, 1719.1

June 25, 1719.

Sir, I received yours by Captain Morris, with bills of lading for five negroes and one hogshead of rum. One negro woman, marked Y on the left breast, died in about three weeks after her arrival, in spite of medical aid which I procured. All the rest died at sea. I am sorry for your loss. It may have resulted from deficient clothing so early in the spring.
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33. Proceedings of the House of Representatives, 1722.1

December 7, 1722.

Penn Townsend, Esq; brought down a Petition of Leonard Vassal,2 praying, That as he brought over some Negros for the use of his Family, he may have the Impost remitted. Sent down from Council Recommended. Read and Ordered, That the prayer of the Petition be granted. Sent up for Concurrence.

December 8, 1722.

Charles Frost, Esq; brought down a Petition signed Leonard Vassal, passed on in Council Decemb. 7, viz. Read and Concurred. Provided, That if the Petitioner shall hereafter dispose of any of the Negros within this Province, he shall pay unto the Commissioner of Impost, the Duty set by Law for the same.

Sent down for Concurrence. Read and Non-concurr'd

And the House Insist on their own Vote. Sent up for Concurrence.
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34. Notices of Sales, 1726.1

May 12, 1726.

Three likely Negro Boys lately Arrived here, to be sold by Mr. Jacob Royal in Union St., Boston.2

1722 Aug to Three negro women, Samuel Sewall

1725, Aug. 5, Several negro boys, one girl, John Webster

2 On Aug. I Jacob Royall advertised "A Parcel of Negro Boys and Girls" at three, six, nine, or twelve months' credit. Boston Gazette, Aug. 1, 1726.

May 26, 1726.

June 30, 1726.

To be Sold by Mr. Samuel Sewell at his House in the Common,3 Boston, several likely Young Negro Men and Boys Just Arrived.

July 18, 1726.4

Several Negro Boys, Girls and Women To be Sold on board the Sloop Dolphin, Benjamin Millekin, Master, lately Arrived from St. Kitts, now laying at the Long Wharf, and if desired, the Buyer shall have 3, 6, 9 or 12 Months Credit.

September 1, 1726.

To be Sold, A Parcel of Negros, Just Arrived, viz. Men, Women, Boys and Girls; they are to be seen at Capt. Nathaniel Jarvis's House near Scarlets Wharff.5

October 6, 1726.

November 17, 1726.

December 15, 1726.6

3 Similar notice in Gazette, July 18.

*Boston Gazette, July 18, 1726. This issue of the Gazette contains five adver-

August 18, 1727.

A Petition of Andrew Trent and Benony Waterman of the Island of Barbados, Merchants now residing in Boston, shewing that on the 31st of May last, they arrived at Boston from Barbados, having sundry Negro Slaves on Board as their Property, which they entred and paid the Duty of £4 per Head for according to the Law of this Province, that Two of the said Negroes dyed in July last, being the Property of the Petitioners at their decease, and were of the Value of One Hundred and Fifty Pounds or there abouts, praying they may be allowed to draw back the said sum of Four Pounds per Head by them paid for the Duty of the said Two Negroes deceased, for the Reasons mentioned.
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36. Accounts of the KATHERINE, 1727.




	1727
	Dr Sailes and Nete Prosede of Sundery Negroes Vizt.
	
	





	
	To abatement made Joseph White, Esqr £ 2.
	10.
	



	
	To the Buriall of foure Negroes
	18.
	4



	
	To foure Coffines
	16.
	'



	
	To Dannell Goff at Vandue
	17.
	6



	
	To Impost
	•
	6



	
	To abatement made Mary Gilbart 5.
	0.
	



	
	£120.
	2.
	4



	1727
	Per Contra Cr.
	
	



	Septr
	. By Joseph Plasted ⋅\cdot ⋅\cdot ⋅\cdot ⋅\cdot ⋅\cdot 1 Boye ⋅\cdot ⋅\cdot ⋅\cdot £75.
	0.
	0



	•
	By William Thomas 1 Ditto 75.
	0.
	0



	
	By John Stanford · · · · · · · · · Man · · · · · 75
	0.
	0



	
	By Capt. Macarty Boye 80.
	0.
	0



	
	By Thomas Jackson · · · · · · · garle · · · · · 80.
	0.
	0



	
	By Joseph White Esqr Boye 62.
	10.
	0



	
	By William Mallus Woman 80.
	0.
	0



	
	By Mathew Bond Boye 60.
	0.
	0



	
	By Sam'el Weekes 1 Ditto 80.
	0.
	0



	
	By [Jonathan] Brown 1 Ditto 60.
	0.
	0



	
	By Capt. Jno. Pittes · · · · · · · Woman · · · 80.
	0.
	0





[36] Mass. Arch., CXXXVI. 45-80. The advertisements for 1727 are:
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[Accounts of the "Katherine"—continued:]




	By Capt. Jno. Webester · · · · · Ditto
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	70.
	0.
	0





	By Joseph Cowell garle
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	£65.
	0.
	0



	By Hebbert Newton · · · · · · Boye
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	65.
	0.
	0



	By Edword Luttwich Man
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	75.
	0.
	0



	By George Cambles · · · · · · I garle
	
	•
	•
	•
	•
	30.
	0.
	0



	By Natha'el Weles Boye
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	75.
	ο.
	0



	By Mary Gilbart "
	•
	•
	•
	٠
	•
	75.
	0.
	0



	By Jemes Pecker · · · · · · Boye
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	60.
	0.
	0



	By Giddeon Ball garle
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	60.
	0.
	0



	By Natha'el Emes "
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	50.
	0.
	0



	By Jemes Fordike · · · · · · · · · "
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	47.
	0.
	0



	By Dannill Goff "
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	59.
	0.
	0



	By Francis Plasted Boye
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	45.
	0.
	0



	By John Stover · · · · · · · garle
	
	
	
	
	
	70.
	0.
	0



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	





£1653. 10.

To Sundery Charges per the other Side . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


	Accounts of Hugh Hall, 1728-1733.1



Sam'l Seddon of Hampton, I Neg'e boy Imported 2d Sept'r 1727 per Capta. George Lee.

on board. The description of the cargo of lumber carried by the Katherine to the Leeward Islands, amounting to £466 17 2¾, and a list of the expenses of her "outset," amounting to £331 5 ¼, are in no sense peculiar to a slaver. The vessel was apparently reloaded in Boston and sent to Africa for a second slave cargo. The accounts are in such confusion that it is well-nigh impossible to separate those items which relate to the voyage under Captain Plaisted from those which belong to the voyage under Captain Atkinson. The instructions sent to Captain Atkinson (post, no. 39) supply the names of the owners, among whom was the captain himself. In items of Aug. 19, 1729, he is charged "To ¼ of £500 Starling Insuerance on the Sloop Catharine from Boston To Guiney and Back againe and Reinsurance from Antiago When have the acc'tt from Loyde and Rusk Shall Charge yr. ¼ parte." One fourth of "Nete Prosede of acc'tt Sales of Negroes Rum etc. from antigo" is entered as £516 15¾. The sale of this cargo offers more evidence on the price of slaves in Massachusetts than the editor has elsewhere come upon. Massachusetts currency at this time was valued at 17 s. per oz. of silver, though it was 8 s. per oz. in 1712. W. B. Weeden, Economic and Social History of New England, II. 473.

A few scattered examples of earlier and later prices may furnish some basis for comparisons, though most of these are for seasoned or country-born rather than new negroes. The inventory of the estate of James Lloyd, a Boston merchant, in 1693, valued a negro man at £30 (Papers of the Lloyd Family, 1927, p. 121). In 1707, for purposes of taxation, negro men over fourteen were valued at £20, women at £15 (Acts and Resolves, Mass. Bay, II. 615). The News Letter of Mar. 10, 1718, gave the average valuation of the negroes in the colony as £30. In 1727 a new negro man was valued at £20 (Mass. Arch., IX, 202 a). By 1776 a negro man who had cost £60 was offered for sale at £50, a woman whose cost was £35 could be obtained for £30. Medford His-

torical Register, III. 120

[37] The items which follow are those relating to negroes, selected from an account book of Hugh Hall which was presented to the Massachusetts Historical Society by Mrs. Mary Baury Jackson Rathbone, great-great-granddaughter of Hugh Hall. The small volume is labelled "Small Accounts not posted," and the entries are frequently so abbreviated as to be unintelligible. For 1727 we also have several items relating to Hall's business: "Several very likely Young Negro's of each Sex (just Arrived) to be Sold at Six or Twelve Months Credit, on good security, by Mr. Hugh Hall Merchant,

Mary Danilsone of Killingly, I Negro Man nam'd Cuffee

Ditto I Negr boy imported 3d Sept. per Capt. Waterhouse.

Tho. Salter 1 Negro Imported 3d Septr by ditto.

John Knowls of Hartford. 2 Negros a boy and a Girl Imported 3d Sept. by ditto.

James Brown of Providence, I Negr. man nam'd Tom imported 4th Octo'r last per Capt. Norwood.

William Caddow, I Girl Imported 3 Sept by Capta. Samuel Waterhouse.

Charges on 2 Negro's Dyed




	To Cadders for Dyet and Care
	£2
	





	To Williams the Grave Digg'r
	I. 4.
	



	To Doct'r Douglass's bill
	2. 3.6
	



	To Bearers at
	16.
	



	To Cost for two Coffins
	ı. 6.
	



	To Ditto for Bringing the Negro's on
	
	



	Shore and rum
	5. 8
	






	
	2






at whose Ware-house on Mr. Pitt's Wharsfe is Sold Barbadoes Rum and Sugar in Hogsheads, Tairces or Barells, and sundry European Goods" (News Letter, May 4, 11, 18, 1727); "Boston, July 10, 1727. Receiv'd of Mr. Simon Rogers Twenty pounds in full for a Negro man named Nick whose Title I Promise to Warrant and Defend. Per H. Hall;" "Impost Office, Boston Octb: 7: 1727. These Certify that Mr. Hugh Hall has Ingaged to pay the duty of Three Negro males and one female Imported from Barbados per the Ship Martha Edward Cooper Comd: in June Last. For Daniel Russell Esq. Comis., per Ephra Breed. To whom it may Concern, Sold Mr. Simon Rogers one of three negro's above mentioned named Nickey. H. Hall." Mass. Arch., IX, 202 a-b.

Here follow ten names.

On May 9, 16, 23, and 30, 1728, Thomas Richards advertised in the News Letter "a parcel of fine likely Negroes . . . Two Boys, Three Girls, Three Women, and Four Men, At the House of Capt. Nathanael Jarvis at the North End, Boston."




	June 5. By John Al20. By Will'm V23. By Stephen
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39. Instructions to Captain William Atkinson, 1728. Boston Decem'r 28th 1728.

2 This measure was re-enacted in January, 1739, the only important change being the substitution of a period of ten for seven years as the term for which it was to be effective. Acts and Resolves, II, 981-982.

[39] Library of Congress, Vernon-Wager MSS., no. 3. On Oct. 7, 1729, agents of the Royal African Company at Cape Coast Castle wrote to the company that the chief mate and three men of the Guinea packet, Captain Martin, had been "panyard" at St. Andrews River, "on Acco't of a Caboshier panyard by a Boston Ship, Capt. Atkinson" (T 70: 7, p. 159). On Oct. 22, 1730, the agents reverted to the subject, writing, "The natives have contracted an aversion to the Sort of Vessels called Sloops since their ill treatment from Capt. Atkinson from Boston" (ibid., p. 168). Another version of the story of Captain Atkinson's misdemeanors reported that he had stolen many negroes on the coast and sold them. The treasure on board had tempted his crew, who rebelled and threw him into the sea. Some of the negroes escaped and reported the mutiny, whereupon the crew were seized and were in gaol in Antigua (Weekly Journal and British Gazetteer, Dec. 13, 1729). Several other English papers also contained the story. This is in all probability the same William Atkinson who in 1726 was captured by pirates while a passenger on a North Carolina sloop, turned the tables on the pirates, and aided in bringing them into Boston as prisoners. For an account of his adventure see News Letter, July 7, 1726.

1728, Sept. 12, Two new negroes

Sept. 19, Inree likely negroes

Sept. 30, Two negroes, Jonathan Sewall

Oct. 21, A parcel of likely Negroes just imported, Jacob Royall

1729, June 19, A Parcel of young negroes, Edward Thomas

July 3, A Parcel of young negroes, Benony Waterman July 17, Several young negro women, Clark and Kilby

The customs entries from the News Letter are: 1728, Mar. 21, entered in from Guinea, Robert Ball

Sept. 19, cleared for Africa, Peter Jump Dec. 26, " " William Atkinson 729, July 19, entered in from Guinea, Peter Jump

During the year 1729 Captain Cutler, probably the commander of the Jolly Batchelor a few years later, cleared for Africa. Captain Jump, on the schooner William, must have returned to Africa not long after this, for early in 1731 the English papers reported his death on the coast, where he had been surprised by negroes and all his crew but three killed. Read's Weekly Journal and British Gazetteer, Jan. 28, 1731.

voyage, and that you keep us early advice from Guinea, and all Other places, as you proceed and If we have pointed to any thing here that Cannot be done, Or Omitted any thing which hereafter you may be Able to put in practice for our better Advantage, we Still Submit it to your prudence and Descretion to do as you shall See Occassion, or as any thing to us unforeseen may require, and we have only to Request to you our Desire and Order that having completed all you[r] Business on the Coast of Guinea, you must make the best of your way to this place. So we Commit you to the Devine protection and Care.3
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40. Instructions to Governor Jonathan Belcher, 1731.1

. . . Whereas Acts have been passed in some of Our Plantations in America for laying Duties on the Importation and Exportation of Negroes to the Discouragement of the Merchants trading thither from the Coast of Africa. . . . It is Our Will and Pleasure That you do not give your Assent to or pass any Law imposing Duties upon Negroes imported into Our Province of the Massachusetts-Bay payable by the Importer or upon any Slaves exported that have not been sold in Our said Province, and continued there for the space of twelve Months. . . .
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41. NOTICES OF SALES, 1732.

Just imported from Barbadoes and to be Sold by Pyam Blowers, Three very likely Negro Men, a fine Negro Woman with a Boy and

The instructions are signed: "Your Loving Friends Jona. Belcher, Peter Pusulton, Willm. Foy, Eben'r Hough, Wm. Bant, Andw. Janvill." Jonathan Belcher, a prosperous Boston merchant, was a member of the council from 1718 to 1729 and governor of Massachusetts from 1730 to 1741.

The one outward entry for Africa is John Payne for Guinea, Oct. 8, 1730.

For 1731: Aug. 5, "Choice parcel of negro boys and girls," Merret and Fletcher; Sept. 23, "Sundry likely negroes," James Allen. The customs entries are, May 6, Robert

North End, Scarlet's Wharff or at his Warehouse near the Swing Bridge at the Town Dock.



Just arrived, Very likely Negro Men, Women, Boys, and Girls, to be sold by Capt. Philip Dumaresq;3 Merchant in Boston. . . .

December 19, 1734.

On Thursday next, the 26th Current, Will Be Sold by Publick Vendue, by Daniel Goffe,4 at the Sun Tavern, at Three of the Clock in the Afternoon, Six or Seven very likely Young Negro Boys and Girls, lately arrived from the West Indies (being a very Cold Season, will be Sold Very Cheap).

May 26, 1737.

Just Imported from Guinea, A Parcel of likely young Negroes, Boys and Girls: To be Sold by Thomas Jenner Esq: at his House in Charleston.

June 16, 1737.5

Philip Dumaresq had settled in Boston and married there early in the century. From the customs items it is evident that from 1713 until 1740 he was actively engaged in coastwise and West India trade. In the latter year he was captain of the Young Eagle, fitted out by John Jones, jr. See J. F. Jameson, Privateering and Piracy in the Colonial Period (1923), pp. 373, 493; and A. T. Perkins, Sketch of the Family of Dumaresq (1863).

Governor Belcher had a short time before recommended Capt. Daniel Goffe of Sir Charles Wager for marshal of the admiralty. Mass. Hist. Soc., Colls., sixth ser.

VI. 517.

1735, May 22, entered in from Africa, Wyer Oct 16 cleared out for Cane Verde Silk

Dec. 11, outward bound for Cape Verde, Williams


	cleared out for Africa, Mousell



1736, Jan. 29, cleared for Cape Verde Islands, Robertson Aug. 5, entered in from Cape Verde, Mousell

Dec. 1, entered in from Africa, Thurston

1737, Feb. 17, outward bound for Africa, Bryan

Sept. 1, entered in from Gambia, Robertson

Plant, June 22, 1735, Joshua Coffin, History of Newbury, app. H, p. 338.
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43. Vote of the Boston Selectmen, 1733.1

At a Meeting of the Selectmen, July 11, 1733. Capt. John Sheffeild master of the Brigt. Orange Tree, being Stopt at the Castle, informs that he has been 30 Days from Spikes's 2 in Barbadoes with his Brigt. with Rum, molasses, Six Bags of Cotton and Twenty Negroes, and that on the 12 may, he was himself at Bridge Town in Barbadoes, where the Small pox was then very rife, but that he took in his Loading at Spikes's and that all the time of his Loading and in his passage, he has had none of his people ailing or complaining, and desires he may have Liberty w'th his Brigt. to come up into the Harbour.

Voted, That Messrs. Armitage, Jeffries, Winslow and Saltonstal be desired, with a Justice to go on board the Brigt. and to examine into the affair.
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44. Extract of a Letter from Captain Moore, 1733.

On the 17th of June last, as we were coming down the River Gambia, at Twelve o'Clock in the Night, the Natives fired at us, upon which began a very smart Engagement, which lasted till day light: Mr. Lowder was most of the Time in the Cabbin loading small Arms, some of our People not having Discretion to do it themselves, till by an unhappy contrary Wind, the River narrow, and the Vessel not answering her Helm, we fell along the Shore, the Natives rus'd on in great Numbers in order to board us, but were so received that they thought proper to Retreat: In which Conflict Mr. Lowder came upon Deck, and (being in a Consternation) was shot thro' the Body; He went immediately down, and had all imaginable Care taken of him: He being in the Height of Action, his Wound was with great Difficulty stop'd bleeding. He liv'd Twenty four Hours, sensible of his approaching Dissolution, and spent his little Time in making his eternal Peace.

ຝຓຓຓຓຓຓຓຓຓຓຓຓ

2The cargo consisted of fish, candles, wine, shoes, desks, silversmiths' wares, pork, oil, staves, bricks, lead, brass, steel, iron, pewter, beads, cowries, muskets, and drygoods. Suffolk Court Files, no. 46995.

About a year earlier bad news had reached Boston concerning another New England venture: "Portsmouth New-Hampshire, Aug. 29 [1732]. A Vessel from the Coast of Guinea advises, that Capt. John Major in a Schooner from this Place, was treacherously Murdred, and his Vessel and Cargoe seized upon by the Negroes." News Letter, Sept. 7, 1732; South Carolina Gazette, Nov. 18, 1732; see also this work, II. 403, 409-410.

Herewith you have abstracts from Mr. Wilk's Letters of the Insurance I ordered which it will be for my Intrest and Safety that You observe and I do recommend your proceedings to be accordingly Else we not only lose the Premium, but in case of Accident my whole Intrest. You must send me Bills Lading for yours and Masters whole Cargo from St. Eustatius by different Conveyances that I may be able to prove my Intrest, and write me if you have Opportunity from Guinea of what occurs respecting Sale of the Cargo there, and what of each sort You may be able to purchase, and may actually have purchased, and as Opportunity direct may not offer You can make use of any to any part of the West Indies under Cover to any

&lt;sup>3
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46. Memorial of an Admiralty Court, 1737.1

June 11, 1737.

A Memorial of the Commissioners of a Special Court of Admiralty, now sitting in Boston, for the trial of Piracies, Felonies and Robberies upon the Sea, shewing that on the 7th Instant, Samuel Tyley Gent. Register of said Court, exhibited certain Articles of Felony and Murder against Samuel Rhodes of Boston, Mariner, charging him with killing and murdering a Negro Man called Frederick's Slave, on the 2d of January 1735, upon the high Seas and within the Jurisdiction of the Admiralty of Great Britain, viz. on board the sloop Africa, whereof the said Rhodes was then Commander, lying at Anchor in the River Gambia on the Coast of Guinea near unto Fort St. James, and about sixteen Leagues up the River, that the said Rhodes on his Arraignment pleaded the Matters alledged are not in the Jurisdiction of the Court, and of that prayed Judgment; and the Matter being attended with great and uncommon Difficulties, praying the Court to give such Directions to the Agent upon the State of the Case, to be transmitted to him, as may be deemed necessary for clearing up the Difficulties as attend the present and may attend future Cases of this Nature. Read.

NORTH KINGSTON August 26, 1737.

Sir, . . . I would have you seriously consider that From Eustatius I took on your acco't one hundred and thirty hhds. (or Thirteen thousand g's) of rum and between three and Four hundred Ponds Ster: in dry cargoe. This cargoe sufferd thirty one hundred Pounds Loss as beneath viz. 3500 g's Rum exclusive of 10 per Ct.




	Leakt out in gold at
	£2695.
	0.
	0





	Long boat and thirty odd pigs of Lead Lost at Gambia
	175.
	0.
	0



	Ditto at Anamaboa
	60.
	0.
	0



	Do. 2 cannoots [canneets?]
	230.
	ο.
	0






	
	0






For an account of the disasters of this voyage see post, no. 47.

[47] Suffolk Court Files, no. 44562; New England Quarterly, III. 137-145.

had As good have gone with the rest being of no value 2 . . . . the negroes was dyeing and meagre. this may be evinced from the Death of 16 of them presently after sageran bought them this was all most half of them. 3 I must have either have sold them all together (some just Dead excepted) and take the Coacoa 4 the price 66 ps as I remember, or else have half of them turnd aside and have sold at a prime price, and it was my opinion that the Former would be our best acc't . . . when Sageran first saw and markt the negroes, we did not talk about the Cocoa we were at first wide in the price which coming to Sageran's Partner one John De Bergist sayd they could not pay all cash and mentiond the Cocoa which I afterwards to my sorrow took, but Sir had I then insisted upon all money I must have kept the negroes. no person in Eustatius but these men would have give anything for them but Rum Sugar or some thing Contra: Bando, a few only Excepted, I should have had the charge of them and they would have Died on our hands, had I known the Cocoa was not merchantable I would not have taken it but would have sold the negroes as I could which how many and at what price would have gone off may be estimated from Sagerans acco't who sold as many of them again for Rum molasses etc, which he wanted for the Road island men as he cou'd and Lost (which I can now Prove) Eight Hundred Ps. . . .
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48. PETITION OF ISAAC ROYALL, 1737.1

December 7, 1737.

Petition of Isaac Royal late of the Island of Antigua, now of Charlestown in the County of Middlesex, Esq.; shewing that he has removed with his Family from Antigua to this Province, and brought with him considerable of his Substance, and among other Things and Chattels, a Parcel of Negros designed for his own Use in the Management of his particular Affairs, and not any of them for Merchandize, praying he may not be obliged to pay the Duty of Impost,

of £5000. The charge against him was that he had stowed the rum casks carelessly in sand ballast and had failed to inspect them. The jury found for the defendant and directed Waldo to pay the costs. Suffolk Files, nos. 46995, 47713, 48317. See post, no. 4903.

cargo of 200 negroes which Captain Rhodes had purchased.

Waldo had complained that Rhodes disposed of his negroes for a cargo of unsaleable cocoa, contrary to his instructions. Those portions of the letter not here printed

[48] Mass. Arch., House Journal, p. 70. The petition was considered Dec. 21, 1737, but was not granted (ibid., p. 100). On at least two occasions, while Royall was a resident of Antigua, Governor Belcher wrote to him for a negro boy (Mass. Hist. Soc., Colls., sixth ser., VI. 255, "Belcher Papers"). After his removal to Massachusetts he occasionally sold slaves. In 1743 two are advertised about which "information may be obtained from Jacob Royal of Boston or Isaac Royal of Charlestown." News Letter. Feb. 24, 1743.

for the Reasons mentioned. Read, and Ordered That the Petition be considered to morrow Morning.2

Mr. Dennis Driscoll of Lawfull Age Tes[t]ifieth and saith That he was Mate of the Sloop Mary of Bristoll upon the Coast of Guinea in the year 1733; and in the Year 1735 was Mate of the Bartlett Galley of Bristoll upon the said Coast of Guinea; and in the Year 1736 was mate of the Ship Hobhouse of Bristoll upon the said Coast and that he has in every one of the several Voyages he made in the aforesaid Vessells traded upon the Coast of Guinea on board of Rum Vessells that came from America, And that he perfectly well remembers he has seen on board the said Rum Vessells the Ground Tier of Rum stowed in Shingle and Sand Ballast and that he has heard Several m[asters of] Rum Vessells on the said Coast say that th[ey had] Suffered a great Deal of Leakage for want of [iron] bound Casks [torn] that he has been in the hold [of] Several [Vessells] on said Coast and has [torn] of the Ground Tier of said [torn] seen all or great part [torn] Leaked out, the Deponent further saith he never sa[w an]y large Casks of Liquor, bro[ught] from Europe in Wooden bound Casks nor from [the] Canarys or Western Islands nor any other place except America, that when he was Mate of the aforesaid Sloop Mary of Bristoll he stowed away on board said Sloop in Holland several large Butts of Brandy the Casks being Iron Hooped and that they were Carried in Said Sloop to Guinea which were stowed in Sand Ballast. he further adds that he assisted in Loading a Vessell with Rum for Guinea in Barbadoes and that all the ground Tier was in Cask with wooden hoops and Stowed with Shingle Ballast.

Suffolk ss.

&quot;Then appeared Dennis Driscoll and made oath to the truth of within Declaration by him Subscribed, Mr. Waldo's Attorney being notified and Mr. Freeman appearing for them, said Driscoll being bound to Sea. Before me Abiel Walley Just: peace Sworne to in Inf'r Court Boston October 1738. Att'r Ezek'l Goldthwait, Cler. Copy Exam'd Byfield Lyde Cler."
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50. Notices of Sales, 1739-1741.

June 21, 1739.1

July 19, 1739.

To be Sold by John Vryling, living in Beacon Street, Two very likely young Negro Girls, and a Negro Boy, just imported from Mounserrat, and can understand and speak pretty good English, and are already very handy in a Family.

July 24, 1740.

Just imported and to be Sold by Thos. Hubbard, Merchant at his Dwelling House in Summer Street Boston,2 a parcel of fine young Negro Boys and Girls; also Cotton Wool and Old West India Rum.

Lately imported and to be sold on Board the Briganteen Industry John Leppington Master now lying in the Harbour of Charleston, A Parcel of very likely Negroes, Enquire of said Leppington either on board said Brigg or at his House in Charlstown.

September 4, 1740.

October 7, 1740.

Just imported from the Coast of Africa, and to be Sold by Mr. John Jones 3 on board the Brigantine Poultney, now lying at Clark's Wharff, A Parcel of likely Young Negroes, Men, Women, Boys and Girls; to be seen on Board said Vessel.

October 29, 1741.

July 12, entered in from Gambia, Robertson July 12, entered in from Cape Verde, Mousell Aug. 2, outward bound for Africa, Cutler Nov. 8, outward bound for Africa, Bennet

tised two recently imported negroes
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51. CASE OF THE MERMAID, 1739.1

July 10, 1739

John Robinson, Master of the Schooner Mermaid from the Coast of Guinea, being sent for appear'd, and was Sworn by Mr. Justice Lyman and being Examin'd, on oath, Declares, as follows, That he came from the River Gambo, Two and Forty Days ago, with Eleven White men on board, and Fifty Slaves; That they had the Small Pox, on board, five Months ago, for about Ten Weeks, one Hundred and Forty leagues up the River Gambo; that he buried Two Whites and One Black; that afterwards he burnt Brimstone in the Vessel and Cleansed her with all possible care Vizt. in February last, Since which no Person has been Sick of that Distemper, but that they have had the Measles, and Flux on board, that the Flux continues among the Slaves, but the measles is not now among them, That they have lost Fifteen Slaves of the Flux, in said River and in their Passage and that they buried two in Sight of Cape Cod, Yesterday: That 3 Whites and 4 Blacks have had the Small Pox, that all the White men on board have had the Small Pox; That the negroes are all young under Twenty years of age; That he took out all his Water Casks and Cleansed them, but the Ballast had not been Shifted.

"Last Tuesday Night several Black Slaves, which were lately taken by Capt. Rouse in the Spanish Prize and brought in here, and who have been disposed of to several Persons in Town, being join'd and assisted by several other Black Servants, made their escape out of the Harbour in a Long-Boat which they stole." One young man, just imported, was offered for sale in 1742; in 1743 Charles Apthorp offered for sale a parcel of both sexes, and "a parcel of likely negroes just imported from Guinea, and to be sold on the Post Boy," was advertised (News Letter, Feb. 4, 1742, Aug. 8, 1743; Boston Evening Post, May 3, 10, 1742). The customs items in the Evening Post are:

June 29, outward bound for Africa, Stocker Nov. 23, outward bound for Africa, Cutler

1742, July 29, cleared for Africa, Beer (or Beard)

Now at outmond hound for Africa

Nov. 25, outward bound for Africa, Freeman

1743, July 11, entered in from Africa, Bee Aug. 4, entered in from Africa, Ball Dec. 5, cleared for Africa, Ball

The melancholy end of Beer's trading is recounted in the News Letter, May 7, 1747: "By a Letter from the Coast of Guiney, via Barbadoes, dated the 14th of January last, we have Advice, that Capt. Bear in a Vessel belonging to Rhode Island, being off Cape Coast Castle with a Number of Negro Slaves, and a considerable Quantity of Gold Dust on board; the said Slaves found an Opportunity to rise against the Master and Men, and kill'd the said Master and all the Crew, except the two Masters [Mates], who by jumping over board and swimming ashore sav'd their lives. What became of the Vessel and Negroes afterwards the Letter does not mention."

[51] "Selectmen's Minutes, 1736-1742," Report of the Record Commissioners, pp.

The Select men having Considered the above Declaration, are of Opinion it is Convenient the said Vessell be visited, and therefore Voted, That Capt. Armitage, Capt. Forsyth, Caleb Lyman Esqr. and Mr. Clarke be and are hereby desired to take a Doctor, with them, and to go on board said Schooner, Now in the Road, and to make a Strict Enquiry into the Circumstances of said Vessel, and Slaves, and that they Report thereon as soon as may be.

follows, Vizt,

That they found about Twelve of the Slaves on board Sick of the Fever and Flux, and that there is a very dangerous Stench on board, and 'tis their Opinion, It is necessary for the safety of the Town, that the said Vessell be not permitted to come to the Wharf, for the present, but that she be sent down to Rainsford Island, or some other Convenient place, in order for the Airing and Cleansing the vessell, and Shifting her Ballast, and for airing and taking Care of the Slaves, and that they put on Shore all their Casks.

Accordingly a Number of His Majesties Justices being present, a Warrant was drawn for carrying the said Schooner down to Rainsfords Island and there to remain until further order from lawful Authority; Signed by the Hon. William Dudley and Anthony Stoddard Esqrs. Samuel Sewall, Samuel Adams, Caleb Lyman and Daniel Henchman Esgrs. with the Select men.
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52. CASE OF THE JOLLY BATCHELOR, 1743.1 The Libel.

George Birchhall, Charles Wickham et al.2 vs. Jolly Batchelor. Colony of Rhode Island etc.

[52] The manuscripts relating to this case are in a bundle of admiralty papers in the archives of Rhode Island, but since the owners of the Jolly Batchelor, Peter Faneuil, John Jones, and Captain Cutler, all lived in Boston, it has seemed better to place the case with the Massachusetts material. After a catastrophe on the coast George Birchall had rescued the Jolly Batchelor, placed Captain Wickham in command, and sent her to New England. An announcement of Captain Wickham's arrival at Newport was published in the Evening Post, Aug. 15, 1743: "We have now certain Advice, that Capt. John Cutler, late Commander of a Snow belonging to this Town, who sail'd for Guinea some time ago as he was trading in the River Sierra Leona, was murdered, with 2 or 3 of his Men, by some Portuguese who are settled on that River. They rifled the Vessel, and took away his Slaves, etc. but by the Assistance of an honest English Man who is settled in those Parts, some of the Slaves were recovered, and the Vessel again fitted for the Sea, and last Friday she was brought into Newport by Capt. Wickham of that Place, who had himself been taken by a Spanish Privateer on the Coast of Guinea some Time before." Shortly after the arrival of the vessel Birchall brought suit against the representatives of the owners for salvage, and libelled the snow. W. B. Weeden, in Economic and Social History of New England (II. 467-472) and in "Early African Slave Trade in New England" (Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society, new ser., V. 124-128), gives a brief account of the fate of this venture.

2 In a letter to Godfrey Malbone, written Sept. 12, 1735, Charles Wickham is referred to as a Newport captain (Commerce of Rhode Island, I. 44). He, with Alexander Mackensie. William Wyat, and Silvester Sweet, had shipped from Newport on

To the Hon'ble John Gidley Esq. Judge of the Court of Vice Admiralty for the Colony aforesaid 3

NEWPORT Aug: 18th6

&lt;sup>6
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Deposition of Alexander McKenzie.

Arival of Capt Pitman in a Ship from Bristol were Supplied and then they returned to Serralone River to Water the Vessel, and Capt. Wickham Sailed from [illegible] with Twenty Slaves on the Owners account, for Newport in Rhode Island where We arrived the Eleventh Day of this Instant August and further saith not.7
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Deposition of Charles Wickham.8

Signed: "the mark of Alexander + McKenzie, Sworn in Open Court."

8 At the top of the sheet which contains this are the beginnings of depositions by Silvester Sweet of Newport and William Wyatt of Portsmouth, Eng., both crossed out. John Battey, of Jamestown, R. I., and Oliver Arnold, mariners, who were at the house of George Birchall on Mar. 12 or 13, deposed to substantially the same account.

running Rigging and after we had got her a small matter fitted we carried her down to the Bannanoes and after we had been there some Time Came Capt Pitman from Bristol, who supplied us with Cordage sails and provisions to fit her for the Sea. There was no English Vessel at the River Sierolone at the Time the sd Snow was taken and for some Time afterwards. I received at several Times Thirty four Slaves of Senr. Lewis, two of which Died and twelve were Sold for the Necessary Stores and provisions for the Vessel, to wit Eight to Capt. Burchall and four to Capt. Pitman and the remaining Twenty the Deponent [hath?] now brought into this port in sd Snow. And the Deponent further Saith That One of the Mariners belonging to sd Snow told the Deponent that the Slaves on Board sd Snow were Numbered the Night before sd Capt. Cutler was Murdered and that there were Seventy five of them then on Board and further the Deponent saith that after they had taken possession of sd Snow they went and lay at Whiteman's Bay about Ten Days in Order to recover the Slaves of sd Vessel but could not get any more than the above Thirty four, and one that was sent down to sd Snow at the Bannanoes who afterwards run away.
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Account of Augustine Lopez.

SEIRRALIOAN, Febr the 14th 1742/3.

Dr Captain Jno. Cuttler to Augustine Lopez




	
	
	
	Bars
	





	To 4 Buckaneer Guns
	at
	6
	24
	



	To 2 Barrells Pork
	at
	20
	40
	



	10 2 Official Guilo
	at
	4
	8
	



	To 2 Musquets
	at
	4
	8
	



	To 6 Glass Muggys
	
	
	3
	



	To 60 Gall: Rum
	at
	I
	60
	



	
	
	
	
	





Bars 143 5

Resibi por Conto de Capp'ann Joan Cuttler no mão de Sr' Capp'an Jorge Birchll.


Seu Servidor Agustinho Lopez 10

"Received on account of Capt. John Cutler by the hand of Capt. George

The value of the bar in terms of English money differed widely from time to time. One writer familiar with African commerce in 1690 gave its value as about 6 s.; another as 6 s. 8 d.; Park, at the end of the eighteenth century, thought it worth about 2 s. Weeden gives 12 bars as the equivalent of £1 sterling, a low valuation for any period. It should be understood that bars were more frequently the money of account than an actual medium of exchange.
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Account of Captain Joseph Pitman.




	
	
	Bannanoes.





	Dr
	Snow Jolley Batchelor to Joseph Pittman
	



	
	
	Bars



	
	To 7 lb twine
	3 1/2



	
	To Trisaile Gibb Topmaststaisaile
	28



	
	To 3 C. Bread
	25



	
	C qr lb
	



	
	To Tirce of Pork qt. 2 1 0
	



	
	To a Hhd. Beef qt. 3 2 8
	



	
	
	



	
	5 3 8 at 12
	70



	
	To Pump Leather and Saile Needles
	I



	
	To Cordige 1 C at 12
	I 2



	
	To one New Top Gallent Saile
	ΙΙ



	
	To one Box Candles qt. 68 ct. 6 ct. p. 1
	9 1/2



	
	To 5 C Bread and Butt
	33



	
	
	****************





Bars 193

May the 28th 1743. The Contents of the above and all demand per Js: PITTMAN
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Account of Slaves Received.

SIERRALIONE, June the 14th 1743.

An Acct. of Slaves, Recd. on Acct. of the Owners of the Jolly Batchelor, Capt. Jno. Cutler Late Commdr.




	
	Slaves





	To 34 recd. at Sierralione
	34



	To 3 Recd. from Henry Tucker
	3



	To I Sent to me at the Bannanoes To I Tooth weight 52 lb.
	I



	To I Boy Left Ill in my hands recovered
	I



	
	Slaves 39



	Contra Cr.
	



	By 2 Slaves Died at the Bannanoes
	2



	By 5 Runaway at Do.
	5



	Pay'd as pr Bill
	I 2



	Remains on board as pr Bill Lad.
	20



	Payd one Tooth as pr Bill wt. 52 lb.
	



	
	Clarea 20





Slaves 39
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Account of George Birchall.




	SIERRALIONE, lune the 14th 174
	`





	Dr Sneau Iolly Ratchelor to George Birchall
	3•



	Po. Shead Johny Burcheror to George Brichan
	•0



	To a Bill paid Capt Wickham for Provisions
	. 3



	To a Bill paid Capt. Wickham for Trovisions 50
	



	To Do paid Mr Augustin Long
	



	To a Coil of Cardage and Block
	



	To a confor cordage and block
	



	To 3 Sman Do.
	



	To a heat I and of Manages
	



	To a Coiles Condons from Inc. Cymberbarah
	



	To Condons and blocks from Do
	



	To Cordage and blocks from Do.
	



	To Hair a Main Topsaile at Do.
	



	To the other Half at Pinto 5
	



	To mangoes 2
	



	To a Main Topsaile 20
	



	To a Brass Box Compass 5
	



	To a fore Stay Saile 8
	



	To paid Joshua Acct. for Riggen and backstays 13
	



	To 6 Cuttlasses for the Up of the Sneau 6
	



	To 4 Guns for Do.
	



	To Powder for Do.
	



	To Ball for Do. 2
	



	To 2 Iron Potts for Do.
	



	To 2 Iron Bars for pump Spears 2
	



	To one Ax
	



	To 7 yds of Duck
	1/2



	To 2 Pistols 8
	



	To 10 Rice brought from the Bannanoes 40
	



	To 8 Do. Sent for
	



	To 22 Do. Delivered the Ship at her departure 88
	



	To 2 New Iron bound Butts at 10 Each 20
	



	To one Do. Small
	



	To 20 Gall: Rum on the Sneau Acctt. 20
	



	To Mangoes 4
	



	
	



	Rars 7441
	-



	Contra Cr.
	/2



	Tune the 14th Bars
	S



	By twelve Slaves at 60 720
	



	By one Tooth wt. 52 lb.
	6



	
	_
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Letter of George Birchall.

here, I refer it to the Captn and People that are now in the Sneau, I have put the Gold Watch which Belongs to the Deceased, into Captn. Wickhams hands, to Deliver to Mrs. Furnel the Deceas'd Sister, who I have heard him say so much of that hade he lived, I belive he had Bestow'd it that way, therefore I hope it will come safe to her.

Gentlemen the reason of my sending the Ship to Road Island, is because all the people and officers are Inhabitance of that place, and hade she been orderd Elsewhere I am not certain whither they would have proceeded in her as they Started severall Difficulties about it. Gentlemen I hope this will meet wth a favourable reciption as I have done it purely with Intention to Serve you.


Decree. 12

I have Considered the Lible of George Burchill Residing at the Banana Islands on the Coast of Guiney in Africa Mercht against the Snow Jolly Batchelor Jno. Cutler Late Commander and her Cargoe etc. and I do Adjudge and Decree to him the one third part of the aforeside Snow and Appurtenances and the one third part of the twenty Negros Mentioned in the Lible free of all Charges or Deduction for Salvage the aforeside Snow and Negroes I order to be Apprisd on Oath by Benj: Cranston, Patrick Grant and Tho: Vernon and to be sold at Publick Vendue by Will King Deputy Marshall of this Court on the thirtyth of this Instant Augt at the House of Mr. Jacob Hassey and I Order the sd Will King to pay the one Whole third thereof to George Burchell or to his Lawfull Attorney the other two thirds after all Charges are first Subducted and tax'd by me I order the sd Will King to pay to Benj. Furnel 13 of Boston Esq. and Mr. Jno Jones 14 Mercht Aforesaid as soon as Demanded by them althe Portage Bill in this Case I Reject. 15

By Virtue of a warrant Directed to us the Subscribers from the Hono'ble his Majesty's Court of Admiralty in the Colony of Rhode Island etc. To A prize the Snow Jolly Bachelor, with her Tackle Apparrel furniture Slaves etc. We have Aggreable to Sd warrant Viewed the Said Snow etc. according to the best of our Skill and Jud[g]ement, think they are worth as follows Viz.

Benjamin became administrator of his estate (Brown, Faneuil Hall, pp. 16-17, 102). No evidence has come to light to give positive support to Brown's statement that Peter Faneuil, "like his contemporaries, was often found engaged in the trade in human beings," though it is probable that he frequently received a slave or two from the West Indies, along with other commodities. The present seems to have been his only venture to Africa. In 1737 he wrote to Thomas Kilby, "Captain sends you for his private account two young negro men, wch, if you can get a good price for, pray dispose of them" (ibid., p. 45). His letter to Capt. Peter Bulkley (or Buckley), commander of the Byam, ordering a young lad for a house boy is well known. It is to be found in Mass. Hist. Soc., Procs., VII. 418 (August, 1864); L. M. Sargent, Dealings with the Dead (Boston, 1856), II. 532; Brown, Faneuil Hall, pp. 32-33; Winsor, Memorial History of Boston, II. 262.

The venture of the Jolly Batchelor seems to have been strictly a family investment. Capt. John Jones was the husband of Mary Anne Faneuil, sister of Peter and Benjamin. Brown, op. cit., p. 121; Sargent, op. cit., II. 503, 510; News Letter, Mar. 10,




	
	The Snow Jolly Bachelor, wApparrel Furniture, Yawl,

  
  
  ch045.xhtml
  
  




54. Boston Custom-House Items, 1746-1757.1




	Date
	Master
	Voyage





	1746, Feb. 10June 16
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57. SALE OF NEGROES, 1762.1




	
	
	Bo
	STO
	v, Jui
	ne 1762
	2.





	
	
	
	
	£
	s.
	d.2d.^2



	June 8th By Cash of the Governor for I NegroBy Ditto of John Melvill for I Ditto
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59. Effort to Check the Importation of Slaves, 1767.1

Gazette, July 11, 1765. Captain Spear entered from South Carolina Aug. 29 (ibid., Aug. 29, 1765), having delivered 80 slaves in Charleston (see post, vol. IV.). Justin Winsor states that the decline of the Massachusetts slave trade began in 1765, a statement difficult to prove or disprove conclusively (Memorial History of Boston, II. 485, note 4). This period certainly saw the growth of controversy over the abolition of the trade, though occasional protests against it had already found utterance. Salem in 1755 expressed disapproval of the traffic, when Deacon Timothy Pickering was empowered by the town to petition the General Court in their behalf against the importation of negroes. Felt, Annals, II. 416.

10 Gazette and News Letter, Aug. 22, 1765. The significant customs entries,

from the issues of June 20, July 4, 23, and Oct. 3, are:

June 19, outward bound for Africa, Gwinn

July 3, cleared out for Newfoundland and Africa, Kent

Thomas Irving's "Account of Vessels entering inward and clearing outward," Oct. 10, 1765, to Oct. 10, 1766, gives 3 as clearing from Boston to Africa in this time. Mass. Hist. Soc.

Report reached Boston in August, 1766, that Captain McCarthy had arrived in Barbados; by October Gwinn was back in Boston, from St. Croix (Gazette and News Letter, Aug. 14, Oct. 23). Dole cleared for Africa Dec. 11. One further item testifies to the importance of the African trade in Boston at this time: "To Be Sold By James Griffin, Sundry Goods Imported for the Coast of Guinea, viz. French, Danish, and Trading Small-Arms, Nicanees, Tapsails, Chelloes, Guinea Knives, Iron properly drawn for the Coast, Britannia's. Also, Hemp, Duck, Ozenbrigs, Cordage, Anchors, etc." Ibid., Feb. 21, 1765.

"Grounsell", in the dialect of Marblehead, meant Crowninshield.

[59] Mass. Hist. Soc., Colls., fifth ser., III. 385. Samuel Dexter to Jeremy Belknap, Feb. 23, 1795. In 1795 Judge Tucker of Virginia sent to the Rev. Jeremy Belknap of Boston "Queries respecting Slavery and Emancipation of Negroes in Massachusetts". Copies of these questions Dr. Belknap distributed to about forty gentlemen of prominence who might be able to give information on the subjects. The questions themselves, with Belknap's reply compiled from the correspondence which he had elicited, are to be found in Mass. Hist. Soc., Colls., first ser., IV. 191-211; the letters received by Dr. Belknap, ibid., fifth ser., III. 382-416. The letter here printed, though written in 1795, is given this place because of its account by a member of the House of Representatives of the attempt to check the importation of slaves in 1767.

sion that the slave trade was malum in se. Pieces against it appeared

in newspapers, and some pamphlets were written.2

March 4, 1767, a bill intitled "An Act to prevent the importation of slaves into this Province" was read a first time in the House of Representatives.3 On a second reading the next day, it was committed for alteration. On the 13th it appeared again, and was read a first time under the title of "An Act for preventing the unnatural and unwarrantable custom of enslaving mankind in this Province, and the importation of slaves into the same." On a second reading (the 16th)4 a vote for a third reading did not obtain; but a committee was appointed to bring in a bill for laying a duty on slaves imported. Such a bill was brought in the next day, intitled "An Act for laying an impost on the importation of negro and other slaves into this Province," and read a first and second time, and on the 18th read a third time, and passed to be engrossed. I was then a member of the House, and active for the bills under every form. The Council made many amendments, the House non-concurred, and thus died the bill. Had it passed both Houses, Gov. Bernard would not have signed it. The duty was laid high.5

One of these publications was a portion of a sermon preached by the Bishop of Gloucester, before the S.P.G.F.P., Feb. 21, 1766 (Gazette and News Letter, Apr. 2, 1767); another outburst against the slave trade is to be found in the News Letter, Aug. 2, 1770. The growing opposition to the trade can also be followed in the pamphlet literature which preceded the Revolution. In 1772 appeared an Oration on the Beauties of Freedom, dedicated to the Earl of Dartmouth, which contained a plea for the liberty of the negro. The author of this plea stated that he had offered it to the newspapers but had been refused space. James Swan's Dissuasion to Great Britain and the Colonies from the Slave Trade, one of the most ambitious of the pamphlet publications, was addressed to the Governor, the Council, and the House of Representatives of Massachusetts Bay. Another evidence of increasing interest in the moral aspect of the slave trade is to be found in A Forensic Dispute on the Legality of Enslaving the Africans, held at the public Commencement in Cambridge, New England, July 21st, 1773, by Two Candidates for the Bachelor's Degree (Boston, 1773). The debaters were Theodore Parsons and Eliphelet Pearson, both natives of Newbury.

The instructions of the Boston town meeting to the representatives, James Otis, Thomas Cushing, Samuel Adams, and John Hancock, in 1766, were, "that you move for a law, to prohibit the importation and purchasing of slaves for the future". The next year the question was put as to whether to adhere to this clause in the previous instructions and it was determined to do so. "Town Meetings, 1758-1769", Re-

port of the Record Commissioners (1886), pp. 183, 200

4 A note corrects this. The second reading was on the 14th; a committee to

bring in a bill for an impost was appointed on the 16th.

Jan. 21, cleared for Africa, Dole Sept. 30, "", Gwin

Oct. 20, " " , Sally, McCarty

Dec. to " " Cordis

The day on which Capt. Daniel McCarthy cleared he advertised for two runaway seamen who were to be returned to him or to Thomas Boylston, the owner of the Sally. Samuel Dexter, in a letter to Dr. Belknap, writes of "McCarthy, and I believe Job Prince" as the captains of Thomas Boylston in this trade. Prince's name does not appear in the customs entries which have been noted, but one reference to his adventures we possess: "Boston, July 6, 1761. The Same Day Saturday last Capt. Prince came to Town from Salem, who informs that on his Passage from New-york to Guinea in a Ship, he was taken by a French Privateer of 14 Guns, and carried into Martinico. Capt. Prince had 2 Men killed before he struck." News Letter, July 9, 1761.


	THE VOYAGE OF THE SLOOP FRIEND, 1768.1



BRIDGETOWN, BARBADOES, June 2, 1768.

Anamabo Appam.

three boats load in order to help out: We continued beating till the 6th December, all the people being sick but myself and one more, and having carried away three of our starboard shrouds in a very severe gale of wind, the vessel springing a leak, and for 6 hours with 3 feet of water in her hold, during which time we never perceived to gain upon her, pumping and baleing continually, the sails and rigging past repair, and no canvas or twine on board, we were obliged to bear away the third time for the Cameroons: where the vessel after a proper survey was condemned. I freighted the slaves on board the brig Henry, Joseph White, master belonging to Liverpool, having buried 33 slaves belonging to the cargo, and 8 of the freight. During our passage in the brig from the Cameroons, which was 3 months and 7 days, we buried 19 of the sloops cargo and 9 of the freight, which makes in the whole 66: what remains is 46 cargo and 17 freight: We arrived at Barbados the 31st of May: having buried 4 of the people and 2 drowned during the voyage: only myself, the carpenter, and 2 people now survive. Being now bound to Granada, shall from thence give a more particular account of our misfortunes.

For 1769-1770 the News Letter offers the following customs items:

Captain McCarthy of the Sally was one of the signers of a certificate sent to England

One fragment of 1768 gives no direct information about Massachusetts slave trade, but may offer a slight clue to the Boston interests connected with it: "Boston, July 16th, 1768. Bills of Exch'e, Dr. to Cash paid Mr. Mumford for the following Bills of Exch'e Vizt. Stevenson and Went on Lascells and Daling in favor of Charles Wickham on 12 Months Sight, 8 pr Ct. being deducted the Bill for Stg. £279. 4. 3. £342. 10" (Mass. Hist. Soc., Amory Waste Books, 1768). Stevenson and Went, and Lascelles and Daling were Barbadian dealers in slaves.





  
  
  ch048.xhtml
  
  




61. Custom-House Items, 1771-1774.1




	Date
	Master
	Voyage





	1771, Aug. 29
	McCarthy
	Outward bound for Africa



	" "
	Turner
	" " " "



	Sept. 26
	Dunn
	" " "



	Dec. 19
	Tash
	Cleared " "



	1772, May 28
	Bennett
	Outward bound " "



	July 9
	Fulford
	· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·



	Aug. 6
	McCarthy
	« « «



	Sept. 3
	Craige
	" " "



	Nov. 26
	Hav
	" " " "



	Dec. 31
	Shaw
	Cleared " "



	1773.2Apr. 8
	Dean
	Outward bound " "



	· // 5) F - · · · ·
	Ford
	" " " "



	June 3
	Dunnell
	" " "



	July 8
	Dunn 3
	Cleared " "



	Sept. 16
	Turner
	Outward bound " "



	"
	Gibson
	" " " "



	Dec 2
	Holloway
	« « « «



	1774 4 May 26
	Cunningham
	Cleared " "



	Aug of
	Hav
	cicaled (( ((



	" "
	Ruffinton
	" "



	" "
	Collyson
	" "



	" "
	Cill
	" "



	Nov. 2
	Orne
	Outward bound " "
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62. Instructions to Thomas Denny, Representative from Leicester, 1773.1

May 19, 1773

. . And, as we have the highest regard for (so as even to revere the name of) liberty, we cannot behold but with the greatest abhorrence any of our fellow-creatures in a state of slavery.

2 Professor S. E. Morison finds eight clearances from Boston for Africa in 1773 ("The Commerce of Boston on the Eve of the Revolution", Am. Antiq. Soc., Procs., new ser., XXXII. 38). This disproves the conclusion Dr. Belknap reached in 1795, that not more than three ships a year from Boston were ever engaged in the slave traffic (Mass. Hist. Soc., Colls., first ser., IV. 196). Vessels from other Massachusetts ports were also on the African coast. "Salem, July 13. We hear that the Schooner—, belonging to this Place, and late commanded by Capt. John Masury, is arrived in the West-Indies, from the Coast of Africa; and that the Captain and three Men were dead; but that the Mate and one Hand, the only two of the Crew left, performed the arduous Task of navigating the Vessel from the River Gambia to Dominico in 19 Days, having at the same Time 25 Slaves under their Care." Gazette and News Letter, July 15, 1773.

3On Oct. 15, 1770, Richard Brew wrote from the African coast to Liverpool merchants that one-third of a Boston vessel, the Beggar's Benison, commanded by Captain Dunn, was owned by Mr. Grossle, governor of Cape Coast Castle, who was, under the organization of the English company of 1750, forbidden to trade in slaves. Because of this ownership Captain Dunn received preferential treatment in the trade, as did other Boston and Rhode Island captains with whom English officials traded. African Merchant, Treatise upon the Trade from Great-Britain to Africa (1772), app.

H, pp. 85-86, 98.

[62] Emory Washburn, Historical Sketches of Leicester (Boston, 1860), pp. 442-

Therefore we strictly enjoin you to use your utmost influence that a stop may be put to the slave-trade by the inhabitants of this Province; which, we apprehend, may be effected by one of these two ways: either by laying a heavy duty on every negro imported or brought from Africa or elsewhere into this Province; or by making a law, that every negro brought or imported as aforesaid should be a free man or woman as soon as they come within the jurisdiction of it; and that every negro child that shall be born in said government after the enacting such law should be free at the same age that the children of white people are; and, from the time of their birth till they are capable of earning their living, to be maintained by the town in which they are born, or at the expense of the Province, as shall appear most reasonable.

Thus, by enacting such a law, in process of time will the blacks become free; or if the Honorable House of Representatives shall think of a more eligible method, we shall be heartily glad of it. But whether you can justly take away or free a negro from his master, who fairly purchased him, and (although illegally, for such is the purchase of any person against their consent, unless it be for a capital offence) which the custom of this country has justified him in, we shall not determine; but hope that unerring Wisdom will direct you in this and all your other important undertakings.2
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63. Resolution of the House of Representatives, 1776.1

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENT. Sepr. 13, 1776.

Whereas this house is credibly informed that two Negro men lately brought into this State as prisoners taken on the high seas are advertised to be sold at Salem the 17th instant by public auction,

A bill for the purpose here described passed both houses, and went to Governor Hutchinson for his signature on Mar. 8, 1774. He refused his assent on the ground that he had no authority from the crown to confirm such a bill, in which position he was undoubtedly right. The same position was taken by Gage a few months later. Mass. Hist. Soc., Colls., first ser., IV. 201; Du Bois, op. cit., p. 32, citing House

ournal, March, 1774, pp. 224, 226, 237, June, pp. 27, 41

[63] Mass. Arch., CCXV. 96.

the bill was vetoed by Governor Hutchinson (W. E. B. Du Bois, Suppression of the Slave Trade, pp. 31-32, citing House Journal, 1771, pp. 211, 215, 219, 228, 234, 236, 240, 242-243). In 1773 Salem representatives were instructed to use their endeavors to prevent future importation of negroes, as "repugnant to the natural rights of mankind, and highly prejudicial to the Province" (Gazette and News Letter, May 27, 1773; also Gentleman's Magazine, XLIII. 358). The town meeting of Sandwich voted: "That our representative is instructed to endeavor to have an Act passed by the Court, to prevent the importation of slaves into this country, and that all children that shall be born of such Africans as now are slaves among us shall, after such Act, be free at 21 years of age" (F. Freeman, History of Cape Cod, Boston, 1862, II. 114-115). The negroes of Massachusetts sent in numerous petitions for the passage of such a measure. Mass. Hist. Soc., Colls., fifth ser., III. 387, 432-437.

Resolved That the Selling and enslaving the human Species is a direct violation of the natural rights alike vested in all men by their Creator and utterly inconsistent with the avowed principles on which this and the other United States have carried their Struggle for liberty even to the last appeal, and therefore that all persons concerned with the said Negroes be and they hereby are forbidden to sell them or in any manner to treat them otherwise than is already ordered for the treatment of prisoners of war taken in the same Vessel or others in the like employ and if any Sale of said negroes shall be made, it hereby is declared null and void.2
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64. Instructions to Captain ——, 1785.1

November 12, 1785.

Captain, Our brig, of which you have the command, being cleared at the office, and being in every other respect complete for sea; our orders are, that you embrace the first fair wind and make the best of your way to the coast of Africa, and there invest your cargo in slaves. As slaves, like other articles, when brought to market, generally appear to the best advantage; therefore, too critical an inspection cannot be paid to them before purchase; to see that no dangerous distemper is lurking about them, to attend particularly to their age, to their countenance, to the straightness of their limbs, and, as far as possible, to the goodness or badness of their constitution, etc., will be very considerable objects.

This was sent to the Council, where a new draft was drawn up and returned to the House on Sept. 14. This the House refused to accept, and returned its own resolution. On Sept. 16 however it agreed to a second draft sent to it from the Council. As actually passed the resolution read: "Whereas this Court is credibly informed, that two Negro men, lately taken on the High Seas, on board the sloop Hannibal, and brought into this State as prisoners, are advertised to be sold at Salem the 17th instant by public Auction, Resolved, That all persons concerned with the Said Negroes be and they hereby are forbidden to sell them or in any manner to treat them other ways than is already ordered for the treatment of prisoners taken in like manner; and if any Sale of the said Negroes shall be made, it is hereby declared null and void. And that whenever it shall happen, that any Negroes are taken on the High Seas, and brought as prisoners into this State, they shall not be allowed to be sold, nor treated any otherways than as prisoners ordered to be treated, who are taken in like manner" (Mass. Arch., CCXV. 95-96). The softening of the indictment of slavery may have been insisted upon by the Council to spare the feelings of the southern colonies. The sale of negro prisoners of war, here forbidden, was a sore point with the promoters of Sierra Leone twenty years later than this.

[64] Felt, Annals of Salem, II. 289-290. The brig was probably the Favorite. See

Felt, II. 287, 291; Moore, Notes on Slavery, p. 66

this, remember that on the other hand, too much circumspection cannot be observed by yourself and people, to prevent their taking the advantage of such treatment, by insurrection, etc. When you consider that on the health of your slaves, almost your whole voyage depends; for all other risques, but mortality, seizures and bad debts, the underwriters are accountable for; you will therefore particularly attend to smoking your vessel, washing her with vinegar, to the clarifying your water with lime or brimstone, and to cleanliness among your own people, as well as among the slaves.

As the factors on the coast have no laws but of their own making, and of course such as suit their own convenience, they therefore like the Israelites of old, do whatsoever is right in their own eyes; in consequence of which, you ought to be very careful about receiving gold dust, and of putting your cargo into any but the best hands, or if it can be avoided, and the same despatch made, into any hands at all, on any credit. If you find that any saving can be made by bartering rum for slops, and supplying your people with small stores, you will do it; or even if you cannot do it without a loss, it is better done than left undone; for shifts of clothes, particularly in warm climates, are very necessary. As our interest will be considerable, and as we shall make insurance thereon, if any accident should prevent your following the track here pointed out, let it be your first object, to protest publicly, why, and for what reason, you were obliged to deviate. You are to have four slaves upon every hundred, and four at the place of sale; the privilege of eight hogsheads, and two pounds eight shillings per month; these are all the compensations you are to expect for the voyage.

Your first mate is to have four hogsheads privilege, and your second mate two, and wages as per agreement. No slaves are to be selected out as privileged ones, but must rise or fall with the general sales of the cargo, and average accordingly. We shall expect to hear from you, by every opportunity, to Europe, the West Indies, or any of these United States; and let your letters particularly inform us, what you have done, what you are then doing, and what you expect to do. We could wish to have as particular information as can be obtained, respecting the trade in all its branches on the coast; to know if in any future time, it is probable a load of N. E. Rum could be sold for bills of exchange on London or any part of Europe; or for gold dust; and what despatch in this case might be made.

You will be careful to get this information from gentlemen of veracity, and know of them if any other articles would answer from this quarter. We should be glad to enter into a contract, if the terms would answer, with any good factor for rum, etc. If any such

would write us upon the subject, and enclose a memorandum with the prices annexed, such letters and memorandums shall be duly attended to. We are in want of about five hundred weight of camwood, and one large elephant's tooth of about 80 lbs., which you will obtain. If small teeth can be bought from 15 to 30 lbs., so as to sell here without a loss, at three shillings, you may purchase 200 lbs. Should you meet with any curiosities on the coast, of a small value, you may expend 40 or 50 gallons of rum for them. Upon your return you will touch at St. Pierres, Martinico, and call on Mr. John Mounreau for your further advice and destination. We submit the conducting of the voyage to your good judgment and prudent management, not doubting of your best endeavours to serve our interest in all cases; and conclude with committing you to the almighty Disposer of all events. We wish you health and prosperity, And are all your friends and owners.2
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65. Joseph and Joshua Grafton to Messrs. Harrison and Matthews, 1787.1

SALEM 6th Jany, '87.

Gentn., Your esteemed favour of 8th Jany last came duly to hand, the contents of it merits our best thanks which we beg leave to present. We purposed our Brigtn. Gambia2 for your Coast again this Winter but the quantity of Rum that was shipped in the fall from Rhode Island has induced us to lay her by for the present, in the Spring we probabily shall try an African Voyage. . . . The bearer hereof Captn. Wm. Robinson having a Cargo of Rum, Tobacco and Lumber we have desired him to give your House the preference of it and have given him a Letter for that purpose. Mr.

mouth of the Sierra Leone River.

The owners may have been Joseph and Joshua Grafton. Of the New England trade after the Revolution one English sojourner on the African coast wrote: "they have now here, from Boston and its vicinity, six vessels, five of which, I am told, have positive orders to take slaves only, and more are daily expected. By reason of some disagreement or misunderstanding among their captains, the price of slaves is much enhanced; and the factories all along the coast, are so well supplied with rum, that the demand, and of course the price, are considerably lessened. But such enterprizing geniuses are the New Englanders, that I expect to hear of their sending vessels for slaves round the Cape of Good Hope: for when they find (which they will soon do) the great disproportion between the profits of some of their vessels voyages and those that are now about leaving the coast, and when to this they will add the prospects of markets hereafter, and the embarrassments they are liable to from our frigates, methinks the time is not far distant for such an event to take place." Charleston Evening Gazette, Oct. 25, 1785.

&lt;sup>2
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66. Joseph and Joshua Grafton to Captain Edward Boss, 1787.1

SALEM 21st Sept. '87.

Sir, . . . As we wrote you in Decem'r last, so we again say, "if you are not engaged when we are in want of a commander we shall give you the preference". We should, ere this, have fixed our Brigt. for Africa, had not we been so disapointed from Charleston in payments but from the latest accounts from the Coast, we find prime Slaves were not to be purchased for less than 200 Galls. Rum eac. and even at that rate, they could not be purchased at the factories. We shall again write you whenever we intend our Brigt. for Sea. . . .

sell 'em in the West Indies.

the Sale of Slaves at Charleston being prohibited,2 has so far frustrated our entended plans, that except some new channel should be open for the Sale of them we shall be quite discouraged from carrying on the Trade.3 . . .

3 James Morgue, governor at Cape Coast Castle 1784-1787.

Another letter of the same date, repeating a part of this one, adds, "If our Trade to Africa should fail we shall be at a loss how to improve [i.e., employ] our Vessells". The writers then explain the restrictions which have been laid upon that trade, and discuss the possibility of sending small cargoes of rum to the coast (Essex Institute, ibid., no. 10). The Graftons were restoring a business which had been largely to the coast of Africa. On Feb. 3, 1787, Messrs. Perkins and Burling, who had established a house in Santo Domingo, wrote to the Graftons, evidently in response to enquiries, that it would be difficult to introduce slaves into Santo Domingo since the strictest scrutiny would be observed (L. V. Briggs, History and Genealogy of the Cabot Family, II. 472). Capt. George Crowninshield also sent a vessel from Salem to Africa in 1787, the Polly and Sally, Thomas Thomas, 50 tons, sent out Aug. 6, 1787. This had not been heard from on Apr. 11, 1788. Essex Institute, no 40, letter of Apr. 11, 1788.

[66] Essex Institute, "Log of the Romulus," no. 163. The letter is addressed to

Swansea. Captain Boss had sold slaves in Charleston, S. C., in 1786.

On bord, the 26th day of March the Slaves Rised upon us, At half past seven, my Sir and all hands being Forehead Except the Man at helm and my self, three of the Slaves took Possession of the Caben, and two upon the quarter Deck, them in the Caben took Possession of the fier Arms, and them on the quarter Deck with the Ax and Cutlash and other Weapons, them in the Caben, handed up Pistels to them on the quarter Deck. One of them fired and killed my honoured Sir, and still we strove for to subdue them, and then We got on the quarter Deck and killed two of them. One that was in the Caben was Comeing out at the Caben Windows in order to get on Deck, and we Discovered him and Knock'd him overbord, two being in the Cabin we confined the Caben Doors, so that they should not kill us, then three men went forhead and got the three that was down their and brought them aft And their being a Doctor on bord Passenger that Could speak the tongue he sent one of the boys down and Brought up some of the fier arms and Powder And then we Cal'd them up and one Came up and he Cal'd the other and he Came up. We put them In Irons and Chained them and then the Doctor Dres'd the Peoples Wounds they being Slightly Wounded. Then it was one o'clock they buried my honoured Parent, he was buried as decent as he could be at Sea the 16 of this month. I scalt myself with hot Chocolate but now am abel to walk about again. So I remain in good health and hope to find you the same and all my Sisters and Brothers and all that Inquires after me. We have sold part of the Slaves and I hope to be home soon.2
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68. Moses Brown to James Phillips, 1791.1

Providence 1st 11 Mo. 1791.

. . . The Superior Court of Massachusetts at their late Session have Established their Law over the Slave Traders, by Decreeing the fine upon the Transgressors, not now suffering their own nor Even the Cittizens of this or any other state to fitt their Vessells, on a Slave Voyage to Affrica, from that state, after a long struggle to Baffle and Delay the tryal in the Courts below, the Jury in both

[68] "Rhode Island Historical Society, Moses Brown Papers, VII. 60. James Phillips was the London printer and publisher who issued Clarkson's Essay on the Commerce of the Human Species. For years he was closely associated with the London committee for the abolition of the slave trade, and his imprint appears upon many antislavery pamphlets of this period. For Moses Brown see post, nos. 284 ff.

The reference is to a decision rendered by the Massachusetts court in October, concerning the Hope. Captain Stanton. See post, nos. 292, 293, 297, and notes.

&lt;sup>2
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72. SAMUEL ELIOT TO Moses Brown, 1792.1

Boston Septem'r 19, 1792.

[71] Moses Brown Papers, VIII. 9, enclosed in a letter from Samuel Eliot to Moses Brown. Edward Pulling, a Salem selectman and a member of the convention which ratified the Constitution, is described in these letters as a "Gentleman much esteemed, of good Character and Reputation in the Law."

I inclose you a Paper signed Edward Pulling, forwarded to me by Capt. Cleaveland. This latter Gentleman, I had never seen, till your Introduction of him. It appears to me, he has very great Merit in this Case. He is, as he tells me, in Advance Eighty Dollars wch from what he says of his Circumstances, he must not be suffered to lose. Our Society I trust, will enter with Spirit into the Business. It is enough, and more than enough, for Mr. Cleaveland to bear the personal Insults and Abuse he suffers. I am ready to pay any As-

sessment, or to do any thing that may be reasonably expected. Do not let the Society be disgraced by any want of timely Effort and Exertion. If we do not support Mr. Cleaveland, as far as appears to me, it would be better the Society were extinct. I hope better things than the smallest Inattention, tho I thus speake my Design is to excite the warmest Zeal and the most vigorous Activity. . . .
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73. J. AND T. H. PERKINS TO PERKINS, BURLING, AND COMPANY, 1792.1

Oct. 6, 1792.

Slaves and other articles specifi'd in the enclosed Memo. (for us as agents of Dan'l McNiel2 from the Cape to the Havanna and from there here). If you cannot readily buy the Slaves in the road, we hope you will find some new negroes from on shore, who know nothing of the language, and will answer to admit the vessel, (which must be entered as from St. Eustatia and St. Thomas, and the papers calculated acordingly—we mean his log.) We are to fit out his vessel3 for the Coast, and send a number of vessels to take away the Molasses he has consigned to us: They will take the Cape on their way, in "order to get the Slaves for admission." For this business we are to receive 5% on outfit, and 5 on sales.4 . . .

between Perkins and Burling in Santo Domingo and various Boston merchants the editor has not examined, but the selections printed by Dr. Briggs contain frequent references to aspects of the slave trade. On June 24, 1790, Perkins and Burling of Santo Domingo wrote to Theodore Lyman of Boston: "We by no means advise your sending any more (negroes). It is almost impossible to get rid of an infant negro." On July 27 they informed Simon Elliot of the safe arrival of the Betsey, Capt. Allen Hallet, with thirty-two slaves in whom they understood he was interested. On Dec. 16, 1791, Thomas Handasyd Perkins wrote to M. Jean Laroque: "When the disturbances of Yr Colony have passed, you will probably be in want of Cargoes for the Coast of Africa. Rum, Tobacco, and Coarse Cloths are always to be had here low, such as suit the Guinea Market" (ibid., I. 387, II. 478, 505). For a brief sketch of the connection of T. H. Perkins with Santo Domingo see New England Historical and Genealogical Register, X. 201-211. Simon Elliot, was his father-in-law.

This may have been the Captain McNeil who in 1786 commanded the Thomas. "By her [Betsey] we learn that the ship Thomas, Capt. M'Neil, had arrived at that island [St. Thomas] from the Isle de Los, on the coast of Guinea, with a cargo of 200 slaves; Between 40 and 50 perished in their passage by the disease and cruelties peculiar to this inhuman traffick. Capt. M'Neil's crew had been very sickly. The mate, carpenter, cooper, and four hands were buried in the course of the voyage." New Haven

Gazette and the Connecticut Magazine, Apr. 27, 1786.

The Katv.

In 1793 the same firm wrote: "If you cou'd buy more Slaves at 150 or 200 dollars, such for instance as went down in the Katy, and charter a vessel to take them to the Havanna, all on a/c of the Sachem, it wd do well. . . . They are worth 250 to 270 Ds." (Briggs, II. 505). Not only do the Perkins papers provide information on the relations between Boston merchants and the West India trade in slaves but they are said to contain over one hundred letters to traders in Africa, which might add much to our knowledge of the methods by which the African trade was carried on at this time. Ibid., I. 391.


	THE CASE OF THE ABEONA, 1792.1



Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

To the several sheriffs of our County of Essex or his Deputy, Greeting,

&lt;sup>2
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[Letter of James Sullivan to Samuel Sewall.]

Boston 15th Sep'r 1792.

Sir, The inclosed plea s is well. perhaps the only use to be made of it is, that should it be over ruled you can appeal and avoid a trial by Jury in the Common pleas. I believe the same advantage as intended by the plea may be had on the merits of the case for it appears to me that it brings up the question whether our act has the force of Law, if it has not, because Congress hath the cognizance of this kind of business then there is no act in existance agt the slave Trade, for the United States have made none. This question may be made on the issue or reserved for a motion in arrest of Judgment. The offence if there was one was committed on the high Seas, but there was none unless our Court had authority to make the Law. if they had, then the offence exists and is Cognizable in our Courts.9
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[Deposition.]

I Joseph Crookshanks of Lawful age testify and say that I shipped on board the schooner Abiona John Sinclair master. And sailed from Salem on the fourth day of march in the year of our lord one thousand seven hundred and ninty one for the coast of Africa and

&lt;sup>7
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78. THE GOVERNOR AT SIERRA LEONE TO THE SIERRA LEONE COMPANY, 1795.1

The Ship Willing Quaker 2 Adamson Master belonging to Boston or Salem in New England. She arrived at the mouth of the River

witnesses had brought suit against Sinclair for abuses on the coast of Africa, and had recovered £60 in the lower court. The appeal was still pending when Cleveland

On Mar. 4, 1793, Jonathan Edwards wrote to Moses Brown that a suit had been begun in New Haven by Dr. Mather, of Saybrook, against "White, Pratt, and Newel," African slave traders. On Sept. 24, 1793, this suit was still pending in the Connecticut courts. Whatever the outcome, it did not prevent Newell from a slaving voyage the next year. Zachary Macaulay writes of his presence on the Sierra Leone coast in July, 1794, and of the difficulties of that settlement with him. Viscountess Knutsford, Life and Letters of Zachary Macaulay, pp. 60-61, 65, 74.

[77] This document and also no. 78 are printed from a photostat copy in the Library of Congress. Henry Thornton, member of Parliament and London banker, was chairman

of the court of directors of the Sierra Leone Company,

The Willing Quaker was reported at Havana in the summer of 1792. She sailed from the West Indies Dec. 15, 1792, where her cargo had been supervised by Perkins and Burling, agents of Capt. Daniel McNeil, one of her owners. Messrs. J. and T. H. Perkins of Boston may also have been owners. Of the cargo the agents

Witnesses. Crews of Brig Rachel, Leetch of Boston.

There was one also belonging to Boston whose name we could not learn taking in Slaves at Goree and having taken in 40 Slaves, on her way down the Coast, the slaves rose and put the Captain 1st and 2d Mates and one man to death, the vessel drifted to the mouth of the Rio Nunez, where she went ashore and was taken possession of by Mr. Lawrence a trader in that River, after an engagement with the insurgents of 6 or 7 hours Continuance.





  
  
  ch060.xhtml
  
  




79. Insurance on the Hope, 1803 (?).

By this Policy of Assurance Underwritten in the Office kept by N. P. Russell, Messrs. J. and T. H. Perkins for Mr. Robt. Corning

[79] 1 For this fragment of an insurance policy on a slave vessel the editor is indebted to Professor S. E. Morison. See his Maritime History of Massachusetts, p. 33, for a reference to it. It is probable that many such vessels were insured in Boston, though the evidence to prove that such was the case is difficult to unearth. In January, 1818, suit was brought in Charleston, for the payment of certain promissory notes given as premiums on insurance policies executed in Boston, on slaving voyages from Africa to Charleston in 1803. It was held by the court that the notes were void since by the act of 1788 Massachusetts citizens were forbidden to participate in that trade (Mrs. Helen T. Catterall, Judicial Cases concerning American Slavery, II. 306). All Boston companies were not willing to insure such cargoes, however. On Mar. 19, 1802, Thomas Davis, president of the Boston Marine Insurance Society, wrote to Eben Stocker, of Newburyport: "We have always declined writing on Vessels to the coast of Africa after Slaves. I suppose the one mentioned in your letter from Havannah must be of that description" (Mass. Hist. Soc., Papers of the Boston Marine Insurance Society, Letter-Book, May 1, 1799-Dec. 21, 1828). G. C. Mason published the fragment of an insurance written in New York on the brigantine Anstis (no date): "And touching the adventures and perils which we the assurers are content to bear, and do take upon us in this voyage, they are of the seas, men of War, Fire, Enemies, Pyrates, Rovers, Thieves, Jettizons, Letters of Mart and Countermart, Surprizals, Taking at Sea, Baratry of the Master and Marine[r]s and all the Perils, Losses and Misfortunes that have or shall come to the Hurt, Detriment or Damage of the said Goods and Merchandize, or of the said vessel her Tackel, Apparel and Furniture or any part thereof" (Am. Hist. Rec., I. 318-319).

A letter which falls outside the limits of this work is not without interest at this point. On Jan. 25, 1810, N. P. Russell wrote to Messrs. J. and T. H. Perkins: "At your particular request, I have offered to the underwriters in my office the two African risks, viz. the Ship Sn. Francisco de Asis and Cargo, and the Schr. Carlota, Capt. Fitzpatrick, and Cargo, at twenty five per cent. owing to recent news from the Coast of Africa, the underwriters absolutely decline insuring any vessels in the slave trade at present, and of course will not even name a premium on these or any others" (Mass. Hist. Soc., Perkins Papers). The inference seems to be that Messrs. J. and T. H. Perkins were still concerned in the slave trade, though after the act of Congress of May 10, 1800, they had apparently hesitated to deal further in negroes. "An Am. Vessell wd be as deeply implicated with one slave as with a load from the Coast—the forfeiture is the vessell and $2000 fine, and $2000 pr head for each slave—this amounts to a pretty severe prohibition and we prefer losing a little upon a few horses than gaining upon human flesh—so that upon all sides we are opposed to getting our vessells in by Negroes." Havana, July 16, 1804 (?), J. and T. H. Perkins to James

Graham, The Cabot Family, 11. 517

of St. Croix, doth make insurance